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4 from the 
head

Does Christ School expect more from its students 
than other schools?

I think the biggest difference in attending Christ 
School is that it's more than just going to a 
school. Here, boys have joined a community; 
they have chosen to join a group of other young 
men who are willing to move away from home 
and take a challenge, better themselves, and 
take responsibility for who they are and who 
they want to be. We expect and insist that every 
boy here be engaged – engaged in anything – 
whether it’s playing a trombone, running with a 
football, or leading a community service trip in 
New Orleans. Boys who arrive here and want to 
become invisible don’t do well here.

What attributes does a boy need to have to be 
successful at Christ School?

I think a boy needs three basics to be successful 
here. One is a sense of adventure. Life is so 
different now for a young man growing up 
today. I think society puts kids in a continuous 
state of virtual bubble wrap. Boys have an innate 
sense of wonder and have a natural romance 
with risk. Why not give them a venue for that 
to play out? Sure, they might bruise a knee or 
two, but they’ll survive and learn. Adults have 
to stop depriving our young men of that growth 
opportunity. Second, a boy needs courage. 
Courage is a developmental thing. All boys have 
it, some more than others, but it needs to be 
nurtured and promoted. Boys innately need to 
test themselves, they need to know what their 
capabilities are and what their limitations are. 
It is a test of their masculinity and that can be 
most frightening and most important. I heard 
an adage once "If you go, don't hesitate. If you 
hesitate, don't go." Courage, when acquired, 
leads to self-confidence – only then can a young 
man begin to achieve great things. Third, a boy 
needs faith: faith in himself that he can do this 
thing called Christ School, faith in his parents 
that they are guiding him properly with good 
advice and direction, and faith in Christ School, 
which has been promoting, mentoring, and 
growing young men for 117 years.

How do you explain the dramatic growth in 
enrollment from 160 students 15 years ago to over 
290 students today?

We have had unparalleled growth here at Christ 
School over the past 15 years. Our industry keeps 
telling us that growth in the domestic market 
for American students is dead and that schools 
can only grow by adding international students. 
Additionally, data shows that the marketplace is 
shrinking for boarding schools. That has not been 
our experience. We have practically doubled in 
size while reducing our international exposure. 
8.5% of our boys are international and come 
from seven different countries. These boys enrich 
our community and bring narratives from all 
over. How unique is it to have a boy down the 
hall from Toronto, Paris, or Dusseldorf? You 
don’t get that in a day school. Domestically, 
we have broadened our reach because parents 
and boys see our school and our community as 
value-driven, warm, authentic, and fun. Yes, fun. 
I have never understood why so many schools 
are so boring and dull. Why can’t a school be 
exciting? Companies found out 10-15 years ago 
that they must have vibrant and exiting cultures 
or they won’t attract the best and most innovative 
employees; why are schools so unaware of this?

Outside of athletics, what are some of the special 
academic and extra-curricular programs you are 
most proud of?

Academically, we have added Arabic and 
Mandarin to our World Languages Department, 
which have replaced French and Latin. We recently 
created an Engineering Department which has 
become enormously popular with our students. 
We are in a constant state of reevaluation, not 
only what we teach, but even more importantly, 
how we teach. How we deliver our curriculum is 
critically important to today’s student who cannot 
be taught like we were. Google has replaced rote 
memorization. We have enough information; the 
trick is, how to vet it and then fully utilize it. We 
emphasize group projects, working collaboratively, 
always with the focus on solving a problem. 
Problem solving involves building relationships, 
doing research, using trial and error, and engaging 
different ideas – some of which a boy may not 
have initially agreed with. As far as what am I most 

This interview took place on 
September 8, 2016, on campus 
before the televised Christ School – 
Robbinsville High School football 
game. Mark Keady, broadcaster/
reporter for the local ABC 
affiliate, WLOS, interviewed 
Headmaster Paul Krieger during 
the pregame show. The following is 
the transcript from that on-camera 
interview.



   

proud of in our boys, my answer would be creating 
a venue where teenage boys can be successful, 
where they can be themselves, and where they can 
grow up. Whether it’s building a Habitat House, 
getting an “A” in Mr. Harris’s Statistics class or 
helping a younger boy who is homesick, those are 
the moments that are incredibly special for me and 
eventually for them. 

What is the popular misconception people may 
have about Christ School? 

Great question. I think the greater public may get 
its initial impression of boarding schools from 
Hollywood. The faculty are usually grumpy old 
men, except for one young English teacher who 
gets fired by the end of the movie; the students 
are sullen, unhappy, rich kids who don’t want to 
be there. If we were like that, we’d be closed. The 
reality is, we have boys from 18 states and seven 
foreign countries, which is far more diverse than 
your local public or day school. Also, our boys 
want to be here – a major difference from the 
common thought that boarding schools are places 
for bad kids who have run into some trouble. 
Now, I am not saying we don’t have boys who 
are a little skeptical and a little shy when they 
enter, but that may just be their style. Over time 
they have proven to buy in quickly. It’s tough 
to pigeon hole or stereotype our students. We 
don’t have a "cookie-cutter," one-dimensional 
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model of the perfect Christ School boy. We like 
individuality; we like a young man who has his 
own set of personality traits and quirks. What I 
want is for a boy who enters in 8th or 9th grade 
to become a 5.0 version of himself by graduation. 
We want growth first and foremost: academically, 
emotionally, socially and spiritually. We want a 
fully dependable, fully functional high school 
senior receiving his diploma when it is all said and 
done. A boy who can advocate for himself, a boy 
who can think for himself, a boy who instinctively 
thinks of the needs of others first, and a boy who 
isn’t afraid of opportunities.

The young men here at Christ School are some 
of the most well-spoken, well-dressed, and well-
mannered individuals when you meet them on 
the streets of Asheville.  Does this come naturally 
to your students, or is this a representation of you 
and your faculty’s work here at Christ School?

I am glad you have noticed. Our faculty, our 
houseparents, our coaches, and all of our 
employees have a hand in this, unquestionably. 
One of our parents recently described it as 
Christ School’s “secret sauce.” We take all of 
this very seriously. Teenage boys need to be 
civilized and socialized by positive role models or 
they’ll all end up like Huck Finn. For example, 
there is nothing worse than shaking a teenage 
boy’s hand and getting a weak grip in return. 
That tells me the boy lacks confidence and we 
work on that. Every 8th grader has to shake my 
hand at the first all-school Assembly each year. 
They line up and those who have a weak or an 
unmanly grip have to go to the back of the line 
and do it again until they get it right. A small 
thing perhaps, but that’s the level we get down 
to in growing our boys. A young man has to 
learn to be his own self-advocate, the captain of 
his ship. He’s got to be able to become his own 
resource in trying times and wean himself away 
from others who make all the decisions for him. 
Yes, mistakes will follow, and I love that. I worry 
about the boy who goes out into this world, 
never having made a mistake, never having 
tested his instincts, never having reached for 
the proverbial golden ring. Failing late can have 
more significant consequences; I say fail early 
and learn early. n
 
 

"Boys innately need to 

test themselves, they 

need to know what their 

capabilities are and what 

their limitations are."

  –Paul Krieger, Headmaster
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Among its many other charms, Asheville is one of those lucky cities that 
has a river running through it. While there was a time when pollution 
kept locals from enjoying the French Broad, Asheville’s main waterway 
is now one of the cleanest rivers in the southeast, and for more than two 

decades local governments and civic groups have worked to make the river 
another essential component in the area’s quality of life.
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Even the mountains get hot. If you’re looking for a way to cool down 

in Asheville, why not try the French Broad?



As a result, locals and an increasing number 
of tourists are discovering that a trip down 
the French Broad on a tube, canoe, kayak, or 
paddleboard offers the best of two worlds – the 
kind of mountain experience that draws people 
to Nantahala or the Great Smokeys within easy 
reach of Asheville’s more urban attractions.

As an added benefit, the French Broad 
through Asheville provides visitors with an 
entry-level water adventure. The river never gets 
deeper than about waist high in most places, 
and during the summer months, the sun can 
warm that shallow water to a very pleasant 75º. 
And when it comes time to choose what craft 
to venture out in, there are options for every 
skill level.

“If you can sit down, you can tube,” says 
Heath White of Zen Tubing in Asheville. Zen 
Tubing provides its customers with a nearly 
effortless experience, renting tubes complete 
with backrests, cupholders, and tethers that 
keep a party together (plus specialized tubes 
for holding coolers). Zen Tubing also offers a 
shuttle service that allows visitors to set out from 
one of several launch sites. When their river 
trip is over – up to two and a half hours later, 
depending on the water level – the company will 
take its customers back to their cars. 

The more adventurous may want to go with 
stand-up paddleboarding. If so, Wai Mauna 
Tours of Asheville offers guided tours of the 
river. “If you’ve never paddleboarded before,” 
says Kyle Ellison, the owner of Wai Mauna, “it 
has the effect of a magic carpet ride. You’ve got 
a standing vantage point, and you’re almost 
walking on water.” Ellison and his certified 
guides offer two routes, one that’s effectively 
a walking-on-water tour of central Asheville 
and the River Arts District, and the other a 
historical ecotour that takes customers from 
south of town to the Asheville Outdoor 
Center. Wai Mauna offers rentals as well, and 
Ellison promises that his paddleboards are 
specifically built for first-time paddlers.

For those looking for a full range of options, 
the Asheville Outdoor Center offers a variety 
of watercraft, including canoes, and kayaks, 
as well as paddleboards and inner tubes. 
They also offer a shuttle service, and their 
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main attraction is a trip starting south of 
Asheville that takes customers through the 
Biltmore Estate to the AOC’s own launch site 
at Carrier Park, part of Asheville’s riverside 
greenway system, and close to the River Arts 
District. “It’s a great way to spend one and a 
half hours,” says Ben Crowe, the owner of the 
Outdoor Center. “It’s a really good entry level 
kayaking trip, and it’s an awesome experience 
– the van ride to the water, a picnic, seeing the 
Biltmore, the wildlife. It’s a lot of fun.”

Those who already own their own watercraft 
can hit the river on their own if they want: 
several Buncombe County and Asheville City 
riverside parks feature launch ramps and river 
access. 

According to Wai Mauna’s Ellison, the best 
part of a river trip is “just being on the water. 
Disconnecting, untethering, and putting the 
devices away.” Heath White of Zen Tubing 
concurs. “Once you get out on the river, you 
forget about stuff. If you’ve had a rough week, 
or a rough year, the river makes it easier to shut 
those things out for a little while.” n

Asheville Outdoor Center
(828) 232-1970
www.ashevilleoutdoorcenter.com

Wai Mauna Asheville SUP Tours
(828) 808-9038
www.waimaunaashevillesuptours.com

Zen Tubing
(855) 936-8823
www.zentubing.com
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At just under 40 (his class celebrated its 20th 
Reunion this May), he is the head of his own 
production company, Distilled Media, and 
brokering films that run the gamut from 
teenage horror flicks to art-house films. 

Sexton has worked nonstop for the past 20 
years to establish himself in this extremely 
fast-paced business. In his cargo shorts and 
Vineyard Vines polo, this Kentucky born 
and raised gentleman still looks like he could 
saunter onto campus and be back in his CS 
days. And yet the life he has led since, bringing 
entertainment to screens big and small, is a far 
cry from a quiet life in the mountains.

When I caught up with Sexton, he was 
wrapping up filming a horror film, Night of 
the Witch, his second film this spring shot in 
Lexington, KY. Besides being his hometown, 
Lexington is an appealing location because 
Kentucky welcomes filmmakers by offering 
financial incentives.

Creating two films in two months was not 
without its challenges. Sexton compares the 
filming experience to a school community. 
“For each film, you assemble a whole new 
group of people who are forming cliques and 
figuring out personalities,” he says. His job is to 

10

Hollywood likes to poke fun at its 
film producers. Think menacing, 
power-hungry Buddy Ackerman, 
the Kevin Spacey character in 
Swimming with Sharks. And while 
Bryan Sexton ’97 has worked 
for producers just as ruthless, he 
definitely breaks the stereotype. 



make sure everyone is happy and that they get 
the job done, which, in film-speak, I learned, is 
to “make the day.” 

Sexton claims every film is difficult for a 
different set of reasons. His phone rang constantly 
during our interview. “Every call is a disaster, and 
you have to be calm. Every little thing is like a fire; 
the most important thing is remembering that it’s 
not my fire. It is, but it’s not.”

Sexton arrived at Christ School halfway 
through his ninth-grade year when his 
parents were going through “rocky times” and 
suggested that he go to boarding school. After 
graduating, he went on to Belmont Abbey 
College, where Denis Stokes, Christ School’s 
director of advancement, was the admissions 
officer who accepted him. 

“I met with Denis and we had a great 
meeting and he assumed that my grades were 
great, but then he got the transcript … I just 
didn’t treat high school very seriously,” says 
Sexton. “The great thing is, I love Christ 
School, and I think it gives you the common 
sense that you need to make it on your own in 
the world.”

Sexton says he had few friends in college, 
choosing to spend much of his time working at 
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the college radio station and trying to save money. 
During spring break of freshman year, he flew up 
to New York City, hoping to land an internship 
on “The Daily Show” (Craig Kilborn hosted it at 
the time). “I was a huge fan of ‘The Daily Show.’ I 
thought they were skewing things right; I thought 
it was brilliant.” He arrived to find that they had 
already filled their internship positions. But while 
meeting a friend at Caroline’s Comedy Club, he 
struck up a conversation with a woman wearing 
an MTV jacket, Mariangela Pepe, who was 
looking for an intern.

Over the next four years, Sexton filled his 
resume with internships at major NYC shows, 
including “MTV,” “Say What? Karaoke,”  
“1515 Broadway,” “Total Request Live” at 
MTV with Carson Daly, “Conan O’Brien” and 
“Saturday Night Live.” But they were unpaid 
internships in one of the most expensive cities 
in the country. 

It was a chance meeting with John 
Frankenheimer at his step-grandfather’s 
Williams College reunion that took Sexton’s 
career to the West Coast. When he met the 
director of Ronin (the Robert De Niro film, 
most notable for its high-speed racing scenes 
through the center of Paris), he introduced 

"I love Christ School, and 

I think it gives you the 

common sense that you 

need to make it on your 

own in the world."

           –Bryan Sexton '97



himself. “I called him later that night, and 
he said move to LA and I’ll hire you as an 
assistant, and so that’s how it started.”

Sexton worked 12-hour days with a two-
hour commute until Frankenheimer passed 
away in 2002. He then got a job working 
for Guillermo del Toro on Hell Boy and for 
Christopher Walken on Wedding Crashers. He 
did two or three movies with Rachel McAdams 
(whom he describes as a “sweetheart”). He 
lasted a year and half working as Steven Segal’s 
assistant (longer than anyone else ever had), 
at which point Segal’s producer started a 
new production company, Hollywood Media 
Bridge, and asked Sexton to come help run it. 
He stayed with the company for 10 years. 

“We were doing mostly sequels for Warner 
Brothers, Sony, and Fox. We were doing 
the sequel market before anybody else," he 
explained. Eventually, they began to create 
original content. “I did a bunch of movies with 

Val Kilmer – action, horror, thriller, sci-fi, that 
kind of stuff.”

Two years ago, he started his own company, 
Distilled Media. “So now I basically have gun-
for-hire stuff, where distributors will hire my 
company to make movies for them and I make 
my own content as well.” 

In May, when we spoke, his sales agent was 
at Cannes selling a horror movie called Secret 
Santa. And Sexton had been up late the night 
before hammering out details for a film he 
calls “the Ireland movie.” An impressive cast 
had already signed on – Charles Dance from 
Game of Thrones, Joanna Lumley from Absolutely 
Fabulous – and he was waiting to hear back 
from Jeremy Irons.

For Night of the Witch, the horror film he 
was completing when I visited, Sexton found 
a neglected mansion said to be haunted. 
Although the set designer had already spun 
cobwebs and set up a spooky witch’s lair in the 
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Above: Cast and crew shoot outside the haunted house and in a Lexington, KY, neighborhood.

...on the set of Night of the Witch.



attic, the house had a lot of spookiness going 
for it on its own. One of the young actresses 
showed me a picture of the silhouette of a 
ghost that appeared in a broken mirror during 
filming. Broken windows, peeling paint, and an 
abandoned wheelchair in the basement added 
to the ambiance.

Sexton reassured me that what I would see 
on set wouldn't send me running for the exits. 
“Making a horror movie is a lot of fun because 
when you’re looking at the stuff that’s going on, 
it doesn’t seem real at all. But when you see it on 
the screen, you’re, like, whoa, that’s so intense!” 

What I saw as I shadowed Sexton didn't scare 
me, but I did get a loose understanding of the 
film's storyline which is that some teenagers are 
being trapped by a witch, and when they reach 
their hands out of a window they’re covered 
by black ooze. When the heroine of the movie 
breaks a window to escape, she climbs through 
the ooze into a water pit, where hands try to 

pull her back.
Sexton has set up the film in such a way 

that all the scenes are shot within a five-mile 
radius of the hotel where the cast and crew are 
staying. “I try to live by the KISS rule: ‘Keep it 
simple, stupid.’” That way, everyone has what 
they need close by. Screen Actors Guild (SAG) 
rules require that each actor have at least a 10-
hour turnaround between scenes, and anything 
over 12 hours is overtime.

When asked how he sees independent 
filmmakers faring in the face of monoliths like 
Netflix, Sexton says, “The nice thing about being 
a producer is that there’s always going to be a need 
for content. Netflix may be this giant machine, 
but at the end of the day what they know is how 
to take someone else’s content and put it on their 
platform and get it in front of people’s eyeballs. 
My job is to make the best content possible and 
find someone to finance it. Knock on wood, I have 
never lost any money on a project.”

When Sexton was young, going to the movies 
was what his family did for entertainment. “We 
weren’t a super close-knit family, but we went 
to the movies together.” He was always buying 
the latest movie viewing system. “I bought a 
DVD player in college when it cost $800. I was 
what you call an 'early adopter.' I was always 
running around with my dad’s camcorder.”

As for his favorite films: “I love a lot of 
movies. The Goonies, I love. Ghostbusters, 
although not the best-written overall, is really 
fun. Stripes. Caddy Shack. I wasn’t allowed to see 
this movie growing up, but Up the Creek, and any 
Tim Matheson movie. Or goofy ’80s movies, like 
Ski Patrol. And I loved sci-fi movies, like Alien – 
it's such a good movie. I love Total Recall.”

And although this film was still a few days 
away from wrapping, Sexton’s mind was already 
in Ireland with the next one. “The writing and 
everything is there. The director is, like, top-
class in Great Britain. Joanna Lumley is top-
class. I find the script, I find the money, and I 
find all the people to make it, and then I sell 
it and make sure the investors get their money 
back. I honestly look at it like I’m a developer. 

“It’s the same thing with a house. You’re just 
taking that risk and you hire everybody to do 
the job and then you kind of sell it and move 
on. But it’s fun.” n

13...on the set of Night of the Witch.
“Making a horror movie 

is a lot of fun because 

when you’re looking at 

the stuff that’s going on, 

it doesn’t seem real at all. 

But when you see it on 

the screen, you’re, like, 

whoa, that’s so intense!”

           –Bryan Sexton '97
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The evening of January 27 proved to be an 
important night for the Christ School community 
and a formidable challenge for Greenies Varsity 
Basketball when the team took on defending 
national champions Oak Hill Academy. Oak 
Hill has seen 200 NCAA Division I players and 
over thirty players in the NBA, including Kevin 
Durant, Carmelo Anthony, and Rajon Rondo. 
Although the Greenies lost the game to this 
basketball powerhouse, 89-65, they demonstrated 
significant improvement from their last Oak Hill 
showdown, and were only outscored 40-39 in 
the second half. The Greenies’ top scorers for 
the night were Matt Halvorsen ’17 (16), William 
Fleming ’17 (14), and Justice Ajogbor ’20 (11).

The action on the court was only one element 
of the night’s purpose. Fans crowded the Greenie 
Dome to support Access2Success(A2S), the 
foundation that brought Justice Ajogbor ’20 
and Wisdom Asaboro ’19 to Christ School last 

Greenies Play Oak Hill in 

“Hoops for Hope”
Charity Game

Above: William Fleming ’17 evades an Oak Hill defender.



fall. Established in 2010 by basketball player and 
Davidson College graduate Andrew Lovedale, 
A2S is a nonprofit that works to provide 
sustainable programs and generate positive 
change for Nigerian children and their families. 

“Faith, athletics, and education made the 
difference in my life,” says Lovedale. “[Through 
A2S] I wanted to create opportunities for the 
youth of my country to grow in the same ways.” 
At home in Nigeria, and now at Christ School, 
Wisdom and Justice have relished the support 
they have received from A2S, thriving as athletes 
and scholars. 

During his college basketball career, Lovedale 
realized that shoes, which cost more than a 
month’s salary in Nigeria, were an abundant 
commodity in America. After Lovedale shared 
this fact with students during an assembly 
address, Christ School mobilized; fans attending 
the Oak Hill game brought more than 500 pairs 

of new or like-new athletic shoes to share with 
aspiring A2S athletes. Those shoes, plus the 
$2000 in cash donations collected that night, 
will be shipped with Wisdom, Justice, and 
their American host parents, Gina and Greg 
Bridgeford P ’15, ’18, when they travel to Nigeria 
this summer. 

Despite the number on the scoreboard at the 
end of the night, the Oak Hill game highlighted 
the strength of Greenies basketball and  
the big, generous heart of the  
Christ School community. n
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"Faith, athletics, and 

education made the 

difference in my life."
– A2S Founder  

Andrew Lovedale



Christ School established its first Social Justice 
Club after Jacob Dowler ’19 and Wyatt Gildea 
’19 approached Father Kirk Brown about 
expanding an existing weekly meeting, “Issues 
to Chew On.” Last year, in those meetings, 
students and faculty gathered to eat pizza and 
address issues such as the Syrian refugee crisis 
and the Paris terrorist attacks. Jacob and Wyatt 
wanted a more intentional way for students to 
get together to learn about and discuss issues 
of concern. Father Brown agreed, and Mrs. 
Mahoney joined as faculty advisor.

In its first year, the Social Justice Club has 
been a great success, averaging 30 students 
and several faculty at each meeting. The first 
gathering continued a discussion of the Syrian 
Refugee Crisis and was a call for suggestions 
for future topics. The second meeting was a 
student-initiated discussion of race relations, in 
which former Asheville Mayor Terry Bellamy 
held a Q & A with over 40 students and faculty 
members. The third meeting addressed the 2016 
Presidential Election. The Social Justice Club 
from Carolina Day School traveled to CS for 
the fourth meeting, featuring two Christ School 

students telling their stories: Justice Ajogbor 
’20 and Wisdom Asaboro ’19. At the final 
meeting, Anola Alabdo, a beloved chef in our 
dining hall, shared her thoughts about her 
latest visit to an orphanage for Syrian children 
in Turkey.

The highlight for founders Jacob and Wyatt 
was an invitation to join UNC-Asheville 
professors Darin Waters and Marcus Harvey 
on their radio show, “The Waters and Harvey 
Show,” which was taped in January and aired 
later in the spring on Blue Ridge Public Radio 
(www.tinyurl.com/hl6jjuv).

As Wyatt and Jacob shared with their radio 
hosts, they believe that social justice issues 
are important in today’s world, and when we 
are given information and facts we can all be 
better-educated citizens. “We are trying to have 
civilized conversations where people really listen 
to each other without anger,” said Wyatt. We 
are proud that the Social Justice Club is one of 
the few clubs where both students and teachers 
participate in discussion and ideas. We look 
forward to another robust year next fall. n
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Students Lead Social Justice Club

Above: Justice Ajogbor ’20 and Wisdom Asaboro ’19 lead a discussion with founders Wyatt Gildea ’19 and Jacob Dowler ’19. 
Left: A Carolina Day School student shares her story.



Christ School celebrated the completion of 
its third Habitat Student Build with a “Key 
Passing” Ceremony on April 26 at the home site 
in Asheville’s historic Shiloh Neighborhood.

The Class of 2017, faculty and administration, 
and members of the Habitat Leadership Team 
joined our partners from Asheville Christian 
Academy, Carolina Day School, Franklin School 
of Innovation, and Asheville Area Habitat for 
Humanity to celebrate with the partner family. 
Heidi Chapman and her sons, Max and Niko, 
moved into the house a few weeks after the key 
passing. 

Habitat Student Build leaders Bennett David 
’18 and Bronson Gatts ’18 spoke on behalf of 
Christ School, summing up the relationship 
between partners and the significance of this 
program: 

“The support from Habitat and its volunteers 
does not stop after this ceremony. Habitat has 
supplied the Chapmans with keys to success, 
allowing them to pay for the home through 
interest-free loans and sweat equity. Habitat’s 
generosity gives each and every one of their 
nearly seven million partner families the chance 
to thrive and make a powerful, positive impact 
on the community.”

The Christ School community contributed 
more than 1000 hours of service through 
training, fundraising, and building to complete 
the house. The school also raised more than 
$14,000 to help fund the build. In addition 
to providing the Chapman family with an 
affordable home, the build offers an opportunity 
for students to develop leadership, professional, 
and building skills throughout the two-year 
planning and execution of the project.

Our school was one of the founding members 
of the partnership in the fall of 2012, working 
alongside Asheville Christian Academy and 
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Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity to build our 
first home during the 2012-13 school year.

Christ School will continue working with 
Habitat for Humanity on a fourth Habitat 
Student Build, which will take place right in our 
Arden backyard during the 2018-19 school year. n

 

By Donna Kinney

Key Passing 
Ceremony for Third 
Habitat for Humanity 
Student Build 
By Isaac Rankin

Above: Habitat leaders Bennett David ’18 and Bronson Gatts ’18 welcome the Chapman family to their new home.



Christ School Theater’s Spring production was 
the experimental Too Much Light Makes the Baby 
Go Blind by Greg Allen. First performed by the 
Neo-Futurists, a Chicago-based improv company, 
Too Much Light… is a zany ensemble experiment 
that attempts to present 30 plays in 60 minutes. 

Each two-minute play was performed in 
random order chosen by an interactive audience. 
The onstage 60-minute timer kept everyone 
honest; the CS Neo-Futurist Players attempted 
to get all 30 plays performed before the clock 
ran out. Audiences were surprised, delighted, 
enlightened, and more than a few were pulled 
onto stage with the actors. Seating was on the 
stage to add to the intimacy of the experience. 

The show ran May 11-14 on the Pingree 
Theater Stage.  

The CS Neo-Futurist Performing Company 
members were art instructor Sarah Baldwin, 
Daniel Beale ’17, Townshend Budd ’18, Connor 
Booher ’20, Preston Coleman ’17, Eli Dowler ’21, 
Zach Grella ’19, George Xavian Janvier ’19, Alyi 
McLoughlan, Kobi Selby ’19, and Trevor Youtz 
’18.  Lighting Artist Joe deLoach ’18, grooving 
Sound Man Braxton Poole ’17, and Mop Boy 
Deluxe Max Brodeur ’21 were the Neo-Futurist 
Technical Team. Overseeing the production was 
the Grand High Neo-Futurist Director, Mary 
Dillon. n
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Too Much 
Light Makes 
The Baby Go Blind 
(30 plays in 60 minutes)

By Mary Dillon

Above: A cast member grabs a number to signal the next mini play.     



On April 21–22, 2017, Christ School hosted its 
third Mother/Son Weekend. Greenie moms 
enjoyed mingling while spending meaningful time 
with their sons. Among this year's activities were 
an English Department-hosted breakfast with 
special readings from students, Mother's Chapel, 
a presentation by Dr. Dave Verhaagen on Raising 
Resilient Sons, lunch outside on the patio of Stolz 
Hall, and a festive wine and cheese party hosted by 
Paul and Beth Krieger. Mothers attended athletic 
events on Friday and Saturday afternoon, and 
dined with their sons and their classmates at form 
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dinners held off campus on Saturday evening.
The weekend gave mothers the opportunity 

to enjoy the Christ School campus and local 
restaurants, meet other mothers, and to simply 
have fun!

Many thanks to Karyn Kearney P’20, who 
chaired the event, as well as the wonderful form 
chairs – Eleanor Smythe P'21, Maria Johnson P'20, 
Ruth Thompson P'19, Michelle Dodenhoff P'19, 
Catherine Freeman P'18, Frances Hutto P'17, and 
Martha Sloan P'17.

Greenie moms rock! n
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Greenies and 
their dates dazzle 
throughout the 
May evening.

SPRING

This year’s Spring Formal was bigger 
and better than ever before. Students braved the chilly 

May evening to meet at Alumni Plaza. A sea of parent-paparazzi shot photos of the dapper 

gentlemen and their glamourous dates, before they departed for dinner at The Broadmoor 

Country Club. Later, the partygoers returned to campus for dancing and dessert under the tent. 

Looking their very best and surrounded by friends, they created lasting memories.

SPRING
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History is a blessing and a curse. It is a blessing 
whenever the knowledge of past events offers 
clarity on how to manage the present and plan 
for the future. But history is a curse when it 
impedes your efforts to move forward. The 
faculty (Jose Martin and Ben Dowling) and 
students (Patrick Cunningham ’17, Davis 
Grubb ’18, Sage Holley ’17, Weller Kreimer ’19, 
Nicholas Loftin ’18, Patrick Shea ’20, Siler 
Sloan ’17, Hank Van Ness ’20, Michael Wang ’19, 
and Peyton Wood ’19) who traveled to Cuba in 
March were well aware of the history between the 
United States and Cuba. What we did not know 
was to what degree that conflicted history would 
bear an impact on our interaction with Cubans.  

Traveling on religious visas allowed us to 
be hosted by a vibrant Christian church in 
Remedios, a four-hour drive from Havana on 
Cuba’s only interstate highway. Remedios was 
our base of operations and, after the beauty and 
bustle of a couple of days in Havana, it was the 
perfect setting. Its 500-year-old Spanish colonial 
architecture created an idyllic morning: sipping 
espresso in the courtyard of the hostel while 

listening to horse-drawn carts trot down the street. 
This was no reenactment for our visiting curiosity. 
Horse-drawn buggies and bicycles are how many 
rural Cubans still commute, if they do not possess 
a relic of the American auto or a Soviet-era Lada.

Each day was filled with traveling short distances 
to see a myriad of sights: colonial city centers with 
Spanish-style squares filled in the evening with 
people of all ages, socializing in packs; beaches – 
tourists only – covered in platinum sand, ground 
off coral reefs by the cutting tides; tobacco farms 
with acres of waist-high plants, deep green leaves, 
already nearing the season's second cutting; villages, 
impoverished and isolated, with solitary figures 
looming in doorways away from the afternoon 
sun. Every setting had the tint of being locked in 
another time, divorced from the modernity of the 
last fifty years. A blessing or a curse?  It depends on 
who you ask.

The tobacco farmer who offered to show us 
his best field (the one that yields well over the 
government quota) happily brought out his father, 
a very old man who still wears his revolutionary 
greens. Do the math and you determine that he 
was awarded this farm after the Revolution and 
he proudly reports his crop yield each season. 
The owner of the coffee shop a block from the 
city square stayed open late on the off chance that 
someone might spend the peso – a day’s wage – that 
it costs for a cup of coffee. He was not surprised 
that we opted to go to the new, clean, government-
sponsored ice cream parlor instead of his cafe. The 
pastor of a village church told us that even though 
the sanctuary only has seats for 30 people, his weekly 
attendance is regularly three times that number. 
The additional worshipers stand in the backyard, 
positioned between his house and the pig sty, where 
they can still hear the music. Any of these locals will 
tell you that they know Cuba has been left behind. 
But they would rather not talk about any of that. 
They are just glad that you are here. n
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Above: After a trip to the beach, the Cuban travelers enjoyed ice cream.
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By Ben Dowling



Far in the East Pacific Ocean, about 600 miles 
west of Continental Ecuador, are 18 small 
islands of volcanic origin. They range in size 
from five to 1,700 square miles. Because of their 
relative isolation, these islands developed unique 
ecosystems. Our group of 16 students (John 
Beard ’18, Connor Booher ’20, Jacob Dowler ’19, 
Max Field ’20, William Fleming ’17, Miles 
Gardner ’20, Jonathan Gooch ’18, John Hunter ’17, 
Will Iorio ’17, Max Masiello ’20, Ross Oakley ’19, 
Adam Pollard ’18, Max Redic ’20, Tyler 
Redmond ’17, Michael Reynolds ’17, and Jonah 
Roberts ’17) and three chaperones (Travis Harris, 
Olga Mahoney, Andy McMillan) island-hopped 
to experience this unique fauna and flora: white 
sand beaches, lava tunnels, marine reserves, 
wonderful birds and prehistoric-looking animals. 

On the Island of Santa Cruz, where we were 
based, we worked on a reforestation project that 
helped replenish coffee plants. We learned about 
geology and the evolution of native, endemic, 
and invasive species affecting the islands. We 
also learned how pirates and other sailors who 
happened upon the islands ate tortoise meat and 
used tortoise oil for candles, thereby killing most 
of the female turtles and almost causing their 
extinction. These itinerant ships also brought 
goats and rats that devastated the vegetation and 
the tortoise, iguana, and bird populations.

At the Charles Darwin Research Station, we 
learned about Giant Tortoises and cleaned their 
drinking/bathing pools with the wire brushes we 
brought from home. 

At Isla Pinzon, we saw marine iguanas basking 
in the volcanic rocks. While snorkeling, we saw 
sea lions, marine turtles, sharks, and lots of 
parrot fish. 

At Isabela Island, iguanas and sea lions greeted 
us on our way to the giant tortoise preserve. We 
had lunch in town and headed out to a couple 
of different snorkeling locations. On foot and 
in the crystal-clear water, we saw all kinds of 
amazing animals: the largest sea turtle our tour 
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guide had ever seen, sea lions, a shark, sting rays, 
penguins, blue footed boobies, dolphins, iguanas 
and pelicans.

To fully experience the eco-diversity of the 
islands, we traveled to the parte alta (highlands) of 
the island of Santa Cruz. We saw the spectacular 
twin craters of Los Gemelos volcanoes. Then 
we visited giant Galapagos tortoises roaming in 
their natural habitat and crossed through ancient 
underground lava tunnels.

After lunch, we hiked over lava rocks and 
colorful salt lagoons to arrive at Las Grietas. We 
climbed down wooden stairs and lava rocks into 
the crevice (grietas). It was great fun jumping and 
diving off a platform into a fresh water ravine.

In 1959, on the 100th anniversary of the 
publishing of Darwin's On the Origin of Species, 
the government of Ecuador declared 97 percent 
of the land in the Galapagos a national park. 
It is also a UNESCO World Heritage site 
that protects “this unique living museum and 
showcase of evolution.”  We are fortunate to have 
visited the Galapagos while the sense of isolation 
and stillness exists, and we all have a newfound 
appreciation for protecting the environment. n

Above: A visit to Los Gemelos - Twin Craters - in the highlands of Santa Cruz Island.

Lessons from the 
Galapagos Islands 
By Olga Petrovich Mahoney



Christ School students Jack Adams ’20, Cary 
Benson ’18, Townshend Budd ’18, Preston 
Coleman ’17, Eli Dowler ’21, and Sutton 
de Krafft ’18, along with art teacher Sarah Baldwin 
and theater teacher Mary Dillon, explored the 
art, theater, along with foodie scene in New 
York City over spring break. The six-day trip 
was packed with adventures. Ms. Baldwin and 
Townshend’s piano serenade over bagels at the 
Asheville Airport sent us off in style. We arrived 
at our Upper West Side brownstone apartment, 
settled in, and headed out and then rarely 
stopped until it was time to fly home. Here are 
some of the highlights of the trip: 

ART
We walked the High Line, a 1.47 mile outdoor 
train track-turned art path that winds above 
the streets and between buildings. There are 
fascinating art installations all along the way. 
We spent a morning wandering thought the 
vast collections of the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art and found the Guggenheim Museum to be 
amazing. We were fascinated by the building itself 
and a powerful Chinese exhibition about the state 
of China today. We also spent an afternoon in the 
Museum of Modern Art, checking out the main 
exhibit of the multiple styles of Francis Picabia. 

FOOD
We ate: 5 Napkin Burgers, Xi’An Famous Food-
western Chinese, a classic slice of NY Pie in 
Times Square, Heidelberg German, Bubby’s 
Southern style, Tony DiNapoli Italian, Do-cookie 
dough, Ellen’s Stardust Diner, where we were served 
by Broadway-bound singing waiters. From our 
brownstone kitchen came Preston’s excellent 
homemade lasagna, Ms. Baldwin’s scrambled eggs 
and sausage, and homemade pizza.

THEATER
We saw two Broadway shows: In Transit at the 
Circle in the Square Theater, which is a new 
acapella musical developed from a Fringe Festival 
One Act that explores the lives of New Yorkers 
who ride the subway; Circe de Soleil’s Paramour 
at the Lyric Theater a stunning production that 
beautifully folded jaw dropping acrobatics into a 
Broadway style show.

Additional random activities were a visit to the 
Top of the Rock and its interactive light/sound 
installation, the 9/11 Museum and Memorial, 
walking through Central Park, the Empire State 
Building Observatory, and NBC Studio Tour 
where we recorded our own video version of 
“The Tonight Show.” We all agreed that one 
of the coolest things about the trip was coming 
home to “our” brownstone every night just like 
we lived in the city. n
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Above: The NYC group enjoy experiencing Cirque de Soleil's PARAMOUR at the Lyric Theater.
Right: Following a tour of NBC studios, the group gathers for a picture on the judge's chair from NBC's The Voice.
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Christ School Takes 
on The Big Apple 
By Mary Dillon



Over spring break, 14 students (Thomas 
Bolick ’20, Elliot Bell ’20, Joe deLoach ’18, 
Wyatt Gildea ’19, Zach Grella ’19, Lux Haney-
Jardine ’20, Cole Hovis ’20, Jay Killigrew ’19, 
Coles Manning ’19, Marshall McDill ’18, Aldo 
Mell ’18, Simon Puorro ’21, Justin Rhode ’17, 
and Jackson Zemp ’18) embarked on a train 
journey across America with trip leaders Joe 
Dalton and Ross Weathersbee. The trip, which 
spanned ten days and four cities, gave the 
students a unique look at the landscape and 
culture of the United States.

To begin our journey, we flew to Chicago, 
where we would board our first train. In 
Chicago, we visited Millennium Park, learned 
about Ancient Egypt and the history of tattoos at 
the Field Museum, attended a star-gazing show at 
the Alder Planetarium, and saw award-winning 
exhibits at Shedd Aquarium. 

We had deep dish pizza delivered to the station 
for lunch before beginning the 18-hour train 
journey to Denver. During our stay in Colorado’s 
capital, we visited the Federal Reserve Museum, 
spent an afternoon exploring the city, and split 
into groups to take on an escape room challenge. 

The next day, we began the scenic 30-hour train 
ride to San Francisco. As the train began to climb 
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the Rockies, we were afforded a view of the lush 
Denver Valley. The journey took us through the 
Book Cliffs, Fraser Canyon, and the 6.2-mile-long 
Moffat Tunnel. The students played board games, 
listened to music, and took in the sights as the 
train traveled through some of western America’s 
most beautiful and infrequently seen terrain. 

In San Francisco, we were greeted with balmy 
weather – a welcome change from the cold of the 
previous few days. We explored Alcatraz Island, 
the site of the infamous federal penitentiary. The 
prison, which has been well preserved, intrigued 
the students who had heard stories about the 
place and its inmates. From there, we went to the 
San Francisco Dungeon, where we participated 
in a theatrical journey through the city’s history. 
Then it was time for a cable car ride back to the 
metro station and our final train ride.

The Coastal Starlight took us from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles. On our first day in 
LA, we visited the Hollywood Walk of Fame, 
ate lunch in Koreatown, and went to an LA 
Kings hockey game. Our final day was spent at 
Universal Studios, where we rode thrill rides, 
attended special effects shows, and went on 
studio tours.

We’d like to thank Mr. Krieger, Mr. Miles, Mr. 
Rankin, and everyone else at Christ School who 
makes these trips possible. They are wonderful, 
culturally enriching activities that shape young 
men into citizens of the world. We look forward 
to another trip next spring break!  n

Above: Greenies gather at Cloud Gate, also known as "The Bean," in Chicago.

USA by Rail 
By Joe Dalton
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Celebrating the Arts  with SCATE Night
It has always been easy to celebrate academic 
and athletic success at Christ School, but what 
about the arts? For decades, our school has both 
attracted and produced gifted artists, musicians, 
writers, and actors, and for the first time these 
creative individuals can proudly share their talents 
with the community at Christ School’s first open-
mic event, SCATE Night. 

SCATE, which stands for “Sharing Creative 
Arts Through Expression,” is a new club led by 
both faculty and students eager to promote and 

celebrate creative talent. The monthly open-mic 
event takes place at the new Kennedy-Herterich 
Art Studio, where students and faculty of diverse 
artistic backgrounds recite poetry, play piano, 
share artwork, sing, and more. The performances 
conclude with shared dessert, coffee, and, most 
importantly, conversation. 

The impact of this event has been huge. Not 
only has it inspired new students and faculty 
each week to boldly share their gifts with the 
community, but it’s also opened the door for 

Above: Jackson Zemp ’18 and Kobi Selby ’19 read their poetry. Center: Preston Coleman ’17 and Sarah Baldwin perform a duet.

“My Prayers” excerpt
by Kobi Selby ’19

This is not a rap or a poem this is 
a prayer
I’m not even rapper or poet
I’m just speaking to my God, Christ 
the Savior
Sweeter than any life saver 
I am your servant

(pause)

Dear Heavenly father, ruler of all 
people and all things who provides 
the everything that we need.

May your grace and mercy always 
be upon us and you do this 
because you love us.
Who makes the sun come out, 
who allows me/us/we to get up in 
the morning.

May you continue to watch us

May you continue to unite us as 
a nation, who entail of different 
interests, lifestyles, ethnicities, 
race, and backgrounds.
 
We ask for your divine protection 
over our lives. 

Because 
See Your name so great.
God, Jehovah, Elohim, Yahweh. 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
My Father
Your name so great
Yes, Child of God I am
Always saying my prayers
Amen.
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Above: Aaron Chen ’20, Patrick Shea ’20, and Richard Lytle ’20 perform a trio on the art studio patio. 
Below: Nicky Anixter ’17 helps himself to refreshments.

Celebrating the Arts  with SCATE Night
By Sarah Baldwin

collaboration. Just this year, we saw a writer and 
filmmaker collaborate to create and share a short 
film, students and faculty performed musical 
duets and trios, and dining hall staff and students 
performed side-by-side to shed new light on the 
refugee crisis. SCATE. even made its way to 
chapel, where students and faculty took turns at 
the lectern performing and reading their work. 
Creativity has found its home at Christ School, 
thanks to SC.ATE Night, its board members, and 
the many individuals who have supported this 

event. It will be wonderful to see how SCATE 
Night continues to inspire our community, 
now that creative students and faculty feel safe, 
supported, and most of all, celebrated. Student 
leader Kobi Selby ’19 has been a powerful voice 
at each event and has inspired many students 
to share their creative talents. “I want people 
to know that the arts have power,” says Kobi. 
“Expressing yourself is the medicine that we all 
truly need, and it can impact others as well as 
yourself.” n



It has been a very busy year in the Innovation Lab located in the basement of 
Wetmore Hall. During the course of the school year, engineering students have 
been visited by scientists, computer programmers, and engineers from the Asheville 
area to learn about the myriad jobs currently available in today’s market. They also 
interacted with many local technology centers including:

•  Cane Creek Cycling Components and Industry Nine Componentry, where they 
got a behind-the-scenes look at how what they are learning in class can be applied 
to some of the high tech jobs in our area.

•  Savannah College of Art and Design, where they participated in their “Design 
Workshop Day.”

•  UNCA’s Mechatronix Department, which visited to share the details of this new 
Mechanical and Computer Engineering degree and to give students a chance to 
“play” with their equipment. 

•  River Arts Makers Place (RAMP), where students observed this recently opened 
center in Asheville to support UNCA’s many Science, Technology, Engineering , 
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) programs.

The iLab is also now available for drop-in student projects every Monday night 
from 6 to  8 p.m. Currently, over 30 students are actively involved in this evening 
Engineering and Design Club. Students meet regularly to imagine, plan, and create 
projects of their choosing. They have even begun teaching each other how to use 
some of the more advanced software available in the lab.

In just two years the iLab has seen such an increase in traffic and use that two 
students were recently named to serve as Technology and Innovation Proctors.  Be sure 
to congratulate seniors Drew Hamilton and Trevor Youtz for this honor. Under their 
watchful eye, the solutions coming from the engineering spaces are sure to increase in 
number and complexity! n
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Above: UNC Asheville's Mechatronics program visits the Innovation Lab. 
Lower right: Artwork by Mr. Dowling is fl anked by this year's tie selection.

By Marcel Duhaime

The Innovation Lab 

The Tie Exchange
Ever since it began eleven years ago, the Christ 
School Tie Exchange has been an eagerly 
awaited occasion to brighten the doldrums of 
winter. 

It all began in January of 2006 when History 
Department Chair Ben Dowling brought several 
unworn ties to school and invited students 
to trade their own, gently used ties with him. 
This small trading event snowballed when one 
student bought a box of ties online and then 
proceeded to turn the counter in the back of Mr. 
Dowling’s classroom into a swap-meet. Being a 
bit of a clothes horse, Mr. Dowling brought in 
even more excess stock, including a collection 
once belonging to his grandfather in-law. It has 
now become an annual occasion with students 
asking Mr. Dowling as early as September 
when they can plan on bringing in their dad’s 
castoffs. In the age of pop-up promotions, 
it has unintentionally become a real market 
experiment in entrepreneurship. And students 
have an efficient way of updating their wardrobe 
each year. n
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During a hike when he was a Furman 
undergrad, Matt Chisholm stumbled upon a 
tunnel that dead-ended in the Great Smokey 
Mountain Park. His curiosity about this 
abandoned road led to a research project that 
would eventually be the basis of his master’s 
thesis at UNC-Charlotte in 2011, which later 
would be published in the Journal of East 
Tennessee History. His article, “Memory and Myth 
on the Road to Nowhere,” won the McClung 
Award, a monetary prize and honor awarded by 
the East Tennessee Historical Society.

Chisholm claims that he has always been 
interested in environmental history – how 
people interact with the landscape and how 
it, in turn, shapes their culture. In his article, 
Chisholm documents the fate of families in 
East Tennessee, many of whom were displaced 

The North Carolina State President of the Air 
Force Association presented history teacher 
and Service Learning Director Olga Petrovich 
Mahoney this year's Teacher of the Year Award.

History Teacher Matt Chisholm Receives 
Prestigious Award for Published Article

AFA North Carolina Names Olga Petrovich 
Mahoney as State Teacher of the Year

by a planned road to connect Bryson City to 
the Fontana Village dam site in our country’s 
post WWII boom. His research involved 
reading and listening to interviews with 
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
of those families as well as scouring the 
National Archive in Atlanta. In the process, 
he discovered the historical narrative of the 
people of Swain County, several of whom felt 
the government had stolen their lives. In 2010, 
Congressman Heath Shuler represented the 
county in a $52 million settlement, only $13 
million of which has been repaid. 

The editor of The Journal of East Tennessee 
History, Dr. Aaron Purcell, discovered 
Chisholm’s article and published it last 
spring. Chisholm is the 88’th recipient of the 
prestigious McClung Award. n

AFA North Carolina recognized Mahoney 
for her dedication to promote service learning 
and inspire her students to serve others. Maj. 
General (retired) Richard Devereaux presented 
the award at Christ School’s Awards Ceremony 
on May 20 saying, “Her excellence, her passion 
and dedication, and the way she inspires young 
men in service, best exemplifies the values of 
the United States Air Force.”

In addition to teaching, Mahoney advises 
many service learning organizations at Christ 
School, including Rotary Interact Club, the 
Library of Congress Veterans History Project, 
the Social Justice Club, and she has led service 
trips to Nicaragua, Rome, Peru, and the 
Galapagos. Mrs. Mahoney also led the "Last 
Days of WWII Trip" last summer and will be 
leading the "Centenary WWI Trip" in 2018. n

Matt, Julia, and Ada 
Marie Chisholm hike 
Bearwallow Mountain Trail in 
Hendersonville, NC.

Above: Maj. General (retired) Richard Devereaux presents Olga Mahoney with the State Teacher of the Year Award.
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consumption and helping to provide clean water to 
those who don’t have it.

Jake has always had his heart set on Dartmouth. 
Part of his attraction to the elite college is its 
location: Jake is an avid skier and captain of Christ 
School’s ski and snowboard team. His family 
recently moved from Raleigh to New York, and 
several relatives live in the northeast.  

But it’s also about academics. "[Dartmouth] has 
always been a dream of mine, because it’s a top-
notch Ivy League school.” 

A Wetmore Scholar and member of the 
National Honor Society, Jake plans to pursue 
computer science. “I would love to be a coder 
for NASA. I hope to help with the expedition to 
Mars and then go back to business school and 
work in corporate America.”

And if that doesn’t pan out, there’s always sports 
broadcasting. Jake is a Yankees fan, with a dog 
named Jeter, and has been watching and listening 
to sports his whole life. So he jumped at the 
chance to join CSBN, the Christ School Broadcast 
Network, as an announcer during his junior year. 

When Jake Johnson joined Christ School for his 
freshman year, he was looking for two things: a place 
where he could continue serving others and where 
he could earn his way toward a Dartmouth College 
acceptance. Christ School helped with both.

Jake and his sister, Zoe, who attends Wake 
Forest, have always shared an interest in helping 
to solve world hunger, so in middle school they 
started raising funds. 

“We had a goal of $10,000 over one summer, 
and we exceeded that – I think we raised $11,500 
– but something even bigger happened. With 
help from friends in New York, we went from one 
fundraiser to a national charity.” They named their 
organization Food4KidsUSA. Soon there were 11 
chapters across the U.S., each in a different state.

Although the organization has dissolved now 
that most of its founders are in college, Jake 
was able to translate that interest and initiative 
into service learning here at CS. As the Servant 
Leadership Chair, Jake has spearheaded several 
programs – most recently, the H2O Challenge, 
which focuses on raising awareness about water 

Bennett David enrolled in eighth grade as a 
Headmaster Scholar. Already an Eagle Scout and 
fascinated with STEM subjects, he was looking 
for a school that would challenge him and be 
fl exible enough to allow him to continue to 
pursue these two passions.

It was Mr. Harris’s Honors Geometry class 
that set the tone for what was to come. “It was 
extremely challenging, but Mr. Harris is a teacher 
who will work closely with you and encourage you 
to come in for help. And that was the precursor 
to the sort of academic experience I would have 
with every teacher. Mr. Harris helped me get even 
more in touch with the math that I love, but he 
also pushed me toward statistics and physics.” 

The Boy Scout Merit Badge Program has 
contributed to Bennett's education as well. He’s 
earned 135 of the 136 available. Some of his favorites 
include finance and personal fitness. Bugling is all 
that remains, and he hopes to find a teacher this 
summer. 

From merit badges, he moved on to service 
and working toward the prestigious William 

2 0 1 7  Y O U N G  M E N        O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

BENNETT DAVID ’18

Each and every 
Greenie is distinctive 

and noteworthy, 
and here follows a 

continuation of our series 
profi ling a few of the fi ne 

young men we get to 
teach, coach, mentor, and 

learn from each day.
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T. Hornaday Silver Medal, which he earned 
sophomore year. Bennett describes this award 
as the equivalent of doing “four conservation-
related Eagle Projects.” It is the highest Boy 
Scout award in conservation and the rarest 
award in scouting.

During junior year, Bennett earned the 
Congressional Award Gold Medal, Congress’s 
highest award for youth, which requires 800 hours 
of combined service, fitness, and personal training, 
and a week-long trek. “The toughest part, other 
than the hours themselves, is you have to correctly 
categorize your personal development goals. It’s all 
about goal-setting and meeting goals by deadlines.” 

The trek was at Philmont Scout Ranch in 
Cimarron, NM, which Bennett described as 
"Scout Mecca." It involved hiking 95 miles in the 
desert over 12 days.

Somehow,Bennett has still found time 
for robotics. He captains and competes 
on a nationally ranked FIRST Robotics 
Competition team partially funded by UNCA. 
“Every year, we find out a new challenge at 

the beginning of January, and we’re given six 
weeks to build the roughly 120-pound, four-to-
five-foot-tall robot to complete the challenge," 
Bennett explains. 

Having served on the Honor Council since 
eighth grade, Bennett was appointed chair for his 
senior year. A member of the National Honor 
Society, he has also won the Form Prize – given 
to the student with the highest GPA – every year 
since ninth grade. This past spring, he was awarded 
the Harvard Book Award and the Edward E. Ford 
Foundation Award for excellence in writing. 

In addition to his love of science and 
numbers, he also loves books. “I love to read,” 
Bennett says, and he appreciates the book itself. 
“It requires you to engage. It doesn’t ask much 
of you; you can draw your own conclusions.” 
In an essay for The Struan, Christ School’s 
literary magazine, Bennett writes that once you 
decide “to completely invest in the book … you 
set out to absorb as much as you can…. If you 
make this choice, the book will reveal some 
amazing superpowers.” n

“I’ve always been fascinated by sports – I listen to 
hundreds of baseball games a year, and I try to pick 
up little things from broadcasters. By the time my 
first game rolled around, I had way too many games 
in my viewing experience, and I just tried to draw on 
those to learn how to broadcast as a 16-year-old.”

 Jake demonstrated his unwavering dedication 
to the announcer’s booth this past fall when 
Greenies Varsity Football took on his old school, 
Ravenscroft. 

It was late October, and he had torn ligaments 
and possibly fractured his tibia while playing 
ultimate Frisbee at ski practice. When the Wellness 
Center was arranging for a driver to take him to 
get x-rayed, Jake had a different priority. “I said, 
no, I need to get up to the broadcasting booth. I’d 
been looking all season to a potential game against 
Ravenscroft, and the opportunity was there. I wasn't 
going to let torn ligaments stop me from that.”

Jake lives his life by a simple philosophy: 
“Everything I do has to have a purpose. It’s 
about how I can make my life and those around 
me better.” n

2 0 1 7  Y O U N G  M E N        O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

JAKE JOHNSON ’17
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bigger picture of what Christ School had 
to offer, he adopted a new attitude. “It was 
when I came back for my junior year that I 
had to make my decision to buy in. I found a 
good group of friends and brothers who were 
invested in my life.”

Seth began to enjoy basketball again and 
to focus on his academics. A member of the 
National Honor Society, he began taking 
challenging AP classes taught by Ms. Mahoney, 
Mr. Ramsey, and Mr. Kaneft. He was inspired 
by their energy and enthusiasm. 

“They can all tell you that I failed numerous 
times in their classes, but after working really 
hard, attending extra help sessions, and making 
test corrections, I reached the best I could be at 
their class.”

Although he was offered basketball 
scholarships to two northern schools, Seth is 
“ready to move onto the next chapter,” and will 

Although his home is 10 minutes from campus, 
Headmaster Scholar Seth Scott decided to 
give the boarding experience a try this year. 
As a result, he has discovered both an affinity 
with younger underclassmen who are living 
away from home for the first time and an 
opportunity to step into a big brother role. 

“I’ve never had a younger brother, so I’ve 
taken it upon myself to teach those guys 
that, sure, we can joke and have fun, but also  
working hard is something serious, and dreams 
are achievable here.”

Seth didn’t always buy into the Christ School 
experience. After some frustrating basketball 
seasons during his freshman and sophomore 
years, he considered going elsewhere. 

“Basketball has been a big part of my life 
since fifth grade,” says Seth. The fact that he 
was shorter than most of his teammates, “made 
me more competitive, but I kind of had a chip 
on my shoulder.” 

Once he stepped back and looked at the 

When playing defense on a lacrosse team, it 
pays to have quick feet and hustle. But it also 
doesn’t hurt to be the tallest guy on the fi eld. 
At 6’6”, this Connecticut native has played 
an important role in our state championship 
lacrosse team’s defense. According to Coach 
Miles, “Jonah is of the highest character on and 
off the field. His leadership skills also emerged 
this year, which helped to develop younger 
players to be successful. I will surely miss him 
next year.”

Jonah arrived at Christ School midway 
through sophomore year, joining Will Iorio, 
who had been a teammate of Jonah’s since 
sixth grade back in Connecticut. He had met 
two other future teammates, Hunter Vines 
’18 and Riley Smith ’17, at a prospect camp in 
High Point, and visited campus the next week. 
After meeting with Coach Miles, he signed on. 

“I saw that the program here had a lot of success, 
and because it was still such a young program I 
thought that I would get a lot of opportunities to 
do whatever I can to help the team.”

2 0 1 7  Y O U N G  M E N        O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

JONAH ROBERTS ’17
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A member of the National Honor Society, 
Jonah was also drawn by the academics at CS. 
“I could tell that the teachers at CS cared more. 
I knew that private school would mean higher-
quality teachers and lead to more opportunities 
than I had back home.” 

Jonah is interested in mathematics and 
engineering, and has especially enjoyed Mr. 
Duhaime’s engineering design class, where 
he designed a prototype for a paddleboard 
paddle stand – an idea he got from avid paddle 
boarder Mr. Thornbury. “We’re trying to 
patent it, and Mr. Thornbury thinks he might 
have found a company in California to buy it.”

Jonah will attend Drexel University 
in Philadelphia next year on a lacrosse 
scholarship. After that, he has dreams of 
playing professional lacrosse and using his 
love of engineering to help design lacrosse 
equipment. 

“There are a lot of small lacrosse companies 
starting to come up, and I’d like to make 

lacrosse stick heads and shafts to improve the 
sport.”

Jonah has faced adversity on his path 
to success. In eighth grade, Jonah was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. “I 
went through that four or five months during 
early spring and continued to play spring 
soccer and lacrosse while I was going through 
chemotherapy.” Although he still goes for 
annual checkups, he’s cancer-free.

Jonah’s positivity translates to fighting 
setbacks, manning a steely defense, and making 
every day count. 

“I know there are going to be obstacles like 
cancer that happen in your life, but there 
isn’t much that you can do besides just try to 
overcome them, and  always do whatever you 
can to be the best version of yourself.” n

be attending Duke in the fall. In addition to 
his teachers, Seth is grateful for his mother’s 
efforts to help him achieve his dreams. 

“I grew up in a single-parent household since 
I was 2, and my mom has always worked two or 
three jobs to get me through.” 

What many of his classmates don’t know is 
that Seth was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease 
sophomore year. “It’s something my mother 
and I both battle, something I take shots 
for every week and a handful of meds every 
morning.” 

And while Seth admits the disease has been 
a challenge, it’s also kept him motivated. “It’s 
something that I’ve come to embrace, and I 
really don’t see it as a deterrent – rather, as an 
inspiration to be excellent and exceptional.”n

2 0 1 7  Y O U N G  M E N        O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

SETH SCOTT ’17
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Families, students, and faculty gathered in 
Mebane Field House on Sunday, May 21 
for Christ School’s 117th Commencement 
Ceremony.

Frank DeRonja ’17, National Honor Society 
member and member of the recently-crowned 
#1 Varsity Lacrosse State Championship team, 
spoke to over 1,000 people in attendance.

He was followed by Mr. James Uhler, history 
instructor and Teacher of the Year, who told 
the graduates, “If you find a way to wake up 
each day with the purpose of making the little 
corner of your world a better place, you will 
find true happiness.”

Following the speeches, diplomas and Bibles 
were presented to each graduate by Headmaster 
Paul Krieger, Academic Dean Joe Mouer, and 
Chaplain Kirk Brown.

The Awards Ceremony was held on the 
previous day, Saturday, May 20. n

Above: Seniors were celebrated all week long, beginning with the Senior Dinner at the headmaster's house and ending with 
Sunday morning's Commencement Ceremony.
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Good Morning. I have a confession to make. This 
confession is a big one. A secret that I reluctantly 
share with you.  Ok. Here it is. 

I have no idea how to give a commencement 
speech.

Since a few of you in the crowd might not 
know me, I decided that I should share some 
quick facts about myself. My name is Frank 
Stephen DeRonja the Third. My greatest 
accomplishments to date are scoring during a 
varsity lacrosse game and being banned from 
sporting events because I showed up wearing a 
Speedo. No, I am not the Valedictorian. But I did 
get a 100 on a quiz in Mr. Harris’s class during my 
sophomore year, so I think that is close enough. 
Typically, when I am speaking in front of crowds 
the administration is a little on edge that I might 
say something shocking. But don’t worry: they 
made me put on a shirt for this occasion, and I 
haven’t watched Rocky IV recently. 

I must address another shortcoming in my 
life. I often view the world from the perspective 
of a cynic. Perhaps this is because I have been 
strongly influenced by my favorite author, 
Hunter S. Thompson, or because I love movies 
with sad endings. Either way I can find myself 
looking at the world from a negative perspective. 
I see a world that has turned society into 
numbers. This practice begins in middle school, 
but is perfected in high school where students 
become an SAT score or a GPA. Our social 
status is based on the number of followers we 
have on Instagram. Then we move to the “real 
world” where we might be judged by the number 
in our bank account. We are determined apt for 
tasks by the number of degrees that are framed 
on our office wall. There is a sense of dread 
that we will never be able to live a successful life 
because of the numbers that we may choose to 
define us. n

Christ School has taken my idea of the world and completely shattered it. Here, 
no person is left behind because he has a troubled past. This institution places 
faith that its pillars will mold a young adult into a man. Many schools write off 
the students who experience speed bumps during their teenage years. Christ 
School uses these obstacles as an opportunity to provide necessary growth. It 
does not matter how you begin your career at Christ School, because at the end 
you will emerge an entirely changed person. Individuality is treasured amongst 
the community here. Everybody brings his own contributions to the table, and 
no contribution is seen as greater than others. At Christ School you are a living 
person with dreams and goals, not a sentient creature that is just a group of digits.

Life is not about dwelling on your failures. Life is about finding joy in your 
successes. In my 18 years I have failed way too many times to count. I applied to 
five colleges and was denied by three. I have failed tests. I have been unable to lift 
certain weights. These are all things that I have learned from. I learned that victory 
is the sweetest elixir mankind can taste. I learned that I can love a school I would 
have never considered. I learned that if I put my heart and soul into a class I will 
get an “A.” And I learned that the harder I work, the lighter the weights get. Even 
if I never enjoy it, I am no longer afraid of failure.

Christ School prides itself on taking boys from all backgrounds and molding 
them into model citizens. The lessons we learn in Arden, NC, are the ideals 
that we will live by for the rest of our life. Here you will always cherish being the 
underdog and fighting to receive recognition. These are the most important years 
of our lives. They will determine the future that we lead. They build a person that 
can make an impact on the world. Allow me to reiterate a point that I made during  
my senior speech: 

“A man who does not feel emotions is a weak man. A man who refuses to strive 
for greatness is a weak man. A man who sees others with disdain is a weak man. A 
man who treats the world as an ashtray is a weak man. Christ School provides you 
the transition from boyhood to manhood. You have to make the decisions that will 
make you a strong  man.” 

To the Class of 2017, I suspect I speak for us all when I say that you guys are 
my best friends in the entire world. I would be nothing without the relationships 
that I have made throughout the past four years. I wish you all the best in future 
endeavors. The memories we have made are forever locked in my heart. When we 
all depart today from 500 Christ School Road, know that it is not goodbye forever. 
Endings are just new beginnings, and I’m sure we will all turn out okay. 

I would like to end with a quote from Winnie the Pooh. And if you see me crying 
later, know that leaving Christ School is like ripping my heart out. All right here we go.

“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”
Thank you. God bless. And roll Green. n

By Frank DeRonja III

Graduation 2017 
Commencement 
Speech

Endings and New Beginnings
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Leadership Awards
Valedictorian ..................................................................................................................................Zachary L. Pulsifer ’17
The Headmaster's Cup ...................................................Nicholas L. N. Anixter ’17 and Morgan A. MacDonald ’17 
The Big Brother Award ....................................................................................................................Justin Q. Rhode ’17
The Philip Tilghman Memorial ..................................................................................................Justice U. Ajogbor ’20
The PH Broyhill Award .......................................................................................................Morgan A. MacDonald ’17
The Class of 1941 Award .................................................................................................... Patrick K. Cunningham ’17
The Moltke-Hansen School Spirit Trophy ......................................................................................John E. Hunter ’17

Scholarship Awards
James Gibbon Merrimon Scholastic Prize .......................................................................................S. Wade Mouer ’17
Carlton Davies Walker Scholarship ................................................................................................ James D. Turley ’17
David T. Dodge Scholarship ..........................................................................................................Bennett L. David ’18
David L.M. Taylor Award & Scholarship ..................................... Samuel R. Bassett ’22 and Michael A. Peralta ’21
Switzer-Wise Scholarship .................................................................................................................R. Andrew King ’19

Academic Awards
Dartmouth Club Book Award ............................................................................................................John S. Beard ’18
Harvard Club Book Award ............................................................................................................Bennett L. David ’18
Randolph College Award .........................................................................................................W. Alexander Byron ’18
Sewanee Award for Excellence .......................................................................................................Philip C. Hodges ’18
Yale Club Book Award .................................................................................................................Coleman C. Davis ’18

Departmental Awards
Robert McWhorter Creative Writing ...................................................................................Lux A. Haney-Jardine ’20
Redwood Senior English Prize .............................................................................................Nicholas L. N. Anixter ’17
Edward E. Ford Foundation Award ...............................................................................................Bennet L. David ’18
Pen & Plate Award ........................................................................................................................Coleman C. Davis ’18
Robinson Journalism Award .........................................................W. Thomas Hoefer ’17 and Jacob R. Johnson ’17
Angelus Award (Yearbook) .......................................................Quinn B. Cone ’17 and Michael D. Reynolds, Jr. ’17
Grayson Cole Mathematics Award ..................................................................................................S. Wade Mouer ’17
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.................................................................................................. Drew B. Hamilton ’18
Biology Award .........................................................................................................................Theodore C. Peterson ’19
Chemistry Award ....................................................................................................................... Maximillian J. Field ’20
Physics Award ................................................................................................................................Zachary L. Pulsifer ’17
Environmental Science Award ......................................................................................................Philip C. Hodges ’18
Sacred Studies Award ..........................................................................................................................Vance P. Stiles ’17
Technology Programming Award .........................................................................................Nicholas L. N. Anixter ’17
Technology Service Award ............................................................................................................Zachary A. Grella ’19
NC Council Social Studies Award ................................................................................................Gunnar P. Longo ’17
History Department Award .................................................................................................................Bowen Zhang ’17
Global History Awareness Award ..............................................................................................R. Connor Booher ’20
International Studies Award  ....................................................................................................William M. DuBose ’19
Arabic Award .......................................................................................................................................John L. Helton ’17
Robert H. Reid Latin Cup .......................................................................................................... Drew B. Hamilton ’18
Mandarin Award .............................................................................................................................Philip C. Hodges ’18
Spanish Award.........................................................................................................................David T. L. Shainberg ’18
Art Award ..........................................................................................................................................J. Carter Harvey ’17
Weil Award .....................................................................................................................................Zachary A. Grella ’19

aw
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Sumner Pingree Theatre Award .................................................J. Preston Coleman IV ’17 and Daniel G. Beale ’17
Theatre Technical Award .....................................................................................................................Bowen Zhang ’17
Lawton Ingle Music Award ...................................................................................................................Eli P. Dowler ’21
Service Learning Award ...................................................................................................................M. Wyatt Gildea ’19
Servant Leadership Award ............................................................................................................. Bronson P. Gatts ’18

Form Book Prizes
Second Form Award .............................................................................................................A. McCauley Hardison ’21
Third Form Award ............................................................................................................................Maxie O. Redic ’20
Fourth Form Award ............................................................................................................................Thomas J. Bell ’19
Fifth Form Award ...........................................................................................................................Bennett L. David ’18
Sixth Form Award ..............................................................................................................................S. Wade Mouer ’17

The Successus Fidelitate Award
The Second Form Prize .........................................................................................................................Eli P. Dowler ’21
The Third Form Prize .................................................................................................................... Joseph C. Adams ’20
The Fourth Form Prize ....................................................................................................................Wyatt M. Gildea ’19
The Fifth Form Prize .....................................................................................................................Finn L. Bridgeford’18

Form Citizenship Awards
The Second Form Award  .............................................................................................................William A. David ’21
The Third Form Award ..............................................................................................................R. Connor Booher ’20
The Fourth Form Award ..................................................................................................................Jacob E. Dowler ’19
The Fifth Form Award ........................................................................................................................Max A. J. Brie ’18
The Sixth Form Award ......................................................................................................................John E. Hunter ’17

Athletic Awards
Harris  Outdoor Award .............................................................Bronson P. Gatts ’18 and Nathaniel G. Williams ’17
Bill Sewell Hustle Award ..................................................................................................................William P. Iorio ’17
Pat James Award .................................................................................................................................Hunter J. Vines ’18
Knighton Sportsmanship Award........................................................................................Morgan A. MacDonald ’17
Senior Athletic Cup .............................................................................William P. Fleming ’17 and V. Riley Smith ’17

Headmaster Commendations
J. Townshend Budd ’18
Hale F. Caffery ’19
Evan J. Hoyle ’19
Benjamin C. Lee ’20
W. Ross Oakley ’19
Patrick T. Shea ’20
Augustine T. Smythe ’21
Wesley S. Thomas ’21
James O. Treadaway III ’20

Top photo: The Thiel family was 
present to support Connor ’20, 
Cody ’19, and Cade ’18.
Right: Father Brown congratulates 
Sacristan Vance Stiles ’17.
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VARSITY
BASKETBALL

Top: William Fleming ’17 makes a layup.  Middle: Matt Halvorsen ’17 dribbles down the court.  Bottom: Damon Harge ’18 
soars above his opponents.

Toughing it Out

Head Coach:
Scott Willard

Associate Head Coach:
Bobby Long

Assistant Coach:
Tiger Norman

Captains:
William Fleming ’17
Matt Halvorsen ’17
Coleman High ’17
Drew Johnson ’17
Morgan McKay ’17
Justin Rhode ’17
Seth Scott ’17

MVP: Matt Halvorsen ’17
MIP: Justice Ajogbor ’20

All-Conference:
Justice Ajogbor ’20
William Fleming ’17

Conference Player of the Year:
Matt Halvorsen ’17 

All-State: 
Matt Halvorsen '17

After graduating three starters in 2016, the 
Greenies had their work cut out for them in 
2017. With perhaps their toughest schedule 
in school history, the Christ School varsity 
basketball team faced seven of the top 50 
basketball programs in the country, highlighted 
by a buzzer-beating victory against Top 10-ranked 
Wesleyan Christian Academy. 

The Greenies were led by Matt Halvorsen ’17 
and William Fleming ’17, who, along with 
freshman Justice Ajogbor, were named CAA 
All-Conference. Halvorsen was also named 
Conference Player of the Year; he averaged 
16 ppg. and set the school record with 275 
career three-pointers. The Greenies finished 
with a 22-11 overall record and another CAA 
Championship, but were ousted in a tough state 
playoff game at Providence Day School, the 
defending 3A NCISAA State Champions. n

 n
 
n
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under the 
lights

Top: The swim team poses outdoors before an Asheville School meet.

VARSITY 
SWIMMING

The Christ School Swimming Nation went 
13-1 in regular season competitions, including 
a runner-up finish at the Tuscola Invitational 
in December, and a second-place at the CAA 
Conference Championships in February. There at 
the NCISAA 3A State Meet in Greensboro, NC, 
the Greenies moved up three spots from last year 
by placing fifth out of 19 teams. 

The state meet was contested at the fast and 
beautiful Greensboro Aquatic Center; 11 of the 
13 swimmers on the squad qualified for this meet, 
and we were able to have everyone swim at least 
one event during the day.

The team’s Most Valuable award went to 
senior co-captain Morgan MacDonald ’17, after 
he went undefeated in the 100-yard butterfly all 
season (dropping four seconds in this event), 
and then placed third at the state meet in this 
and the 50-yard freestyle. MacDonald was also a 
key member of relays that placed third (200-yard 
medley relay with Zach Pulsifer ’17, Siler Sloan 
’17 and Thomas Hoefer ’17) and fourth (200-yard 

Swim Nation
freestyle with Beau Simmons ’18, Thomas Hoefer 
and Paul Gao ’18).

First-year swimmer Thomas Smoots ’19 earned 
the Most Improved Award by making great strides 
in all strokes and dropping significant time in the 
100-yard breaststroke to qualify for the conference 
championship by dropping four seconds, then 
dropping another two seconds in that event at the 
state meet.

Other newcomers and returners making 
considerable improvements on their swimming 
times included seniors Charlie Bradshaw (50, 
100 and 200-yard freestyle), Jacob Kang (100-
yard freestyle), Thomas Hoefer (50 and 100-yard 
freestyle), Zachary Pulsifer (100-yard butterfly and 
backstroke) and Siler Sloan (50-yard free, 100-yard 
breaststroke); juniors Paul Gao (50 and 100-yard 
freestyle), Adam Pollard (100-yard freestyle and 
backstroke), Beau Simmons (50-yard freestyle and 
100-yard breaststroke) and Flynn Cruse (50 and 
100-yard freestyle); and freshman Jack Adams 
  (50 and 100-yard freestyle). n

Coaches:
Andrew Pulsifer
Beth Duhaime

Captains:
Morgan MacDonald ’17
Zachary Pulsifer ’17
Siler Sloan ’17

Most Valuable Swimmer: 
Morgan MacDonald ’17

Most Improved Swimmer:
Thomas Smoots ’19



Christ School baseball had a stellar season, 
posting a 20-4 record over the spring. We were 
undefeated in CAA Conference play, which led 
to the Greenies being crowned the 2017 CAA 
Conference Champions. 

This team played four months of unselfish 
baseball, and it showed all season long through 
the chemistry on the field. The Greenies took 
down some big conference and non-conference 
teams, resulting in receiving a five seed going into 
the NCISAA State Playoffs. The Greenies then 
went on to defeat North Raleigh Christian, 12-4, 
in the first round of the playoffs with a great 
team effort, recording 12 hits in seven innings. 
The following round was an awesome game, but 
resulted in the Greenies falling a bit short in a 
bottom-of-the-7th walk-off loss to the Providence 
Day Chargers. n
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BASEBALL

A Stellar Season

Top: Hunter Macomber ’19 winds up for his next pitch. Middle: Max LeCroix ’19 takes the lead off fi rst base. Bottom: 
Michael Reynolds ’17 slides into third.

Coaches:
Cody Geyer
Mike Andress
Kale Ledbetter

Captains:
William Fleming ’17
Michael Reynolds ’17

MIP: Hunter Macomber ’19

MVP: William Fleming ’17

All-Conference:
William Fleming ’17
Mike Reynolds ’17
McKinley Bell ’18
Jackson Hipp ’18
Max LeCroy ’19
Hunter Macomber ’19

All-State:
William Fleming ’17
Mike Reynolds ’17

State Games Selections:
Jackson Hipp ’18
Chad Treadway ’19

Conference Player 
of The Year:
William Fleming ’17
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The 2017 varsity golf team featured a number 
of new faces following the graduation of five 
talented seniors in 2016. Despite the lack of 
veteran players, the team was able to win the 
CAA Conference Championship again this year, 
and to make the state tournament as a team. 

The future of Christ School golf is certainly 
bright, as the team will return all nine members 
of the 2017 team, including Co-Conference 
Player of the Year Carson Ownbey ’18 and All-
Conference golfers Kellen Graham ’18, Drake 
Oliver ’19, Hank Pritchard ’19 and Cameron 
Akers ’20. The Most Improved Players for this 
year were Graham and Pritchard, and Ownbey (a 
University of North Carolina-Charlotte commit) 
was named Most Valuable Player.  Ownbey was 
also a member of the 3A NCISAA All-State 
Team after a tie for fourth place at the state 
tournament, finishing the 36-hole event at 
1-under par, 141. Other contributing members of 
this year’s team were John Beard ’18, Ross Oakley 
’19, Steve Pappas ’20 and Connor Jones ’21. n

Top: Hank Pritchard ’19 watches a tee shot split the fairway. Bottom: Carson Ownbey ’18 reads a putt.

Head Coach:
Eric Thorp ’01

Assistant Coach:
Tyler Stokes ’12

Most Valuable Player:
Carson Ownbey ’18

Most Improved Players:
Kellen Graham ’18
Hank Pritchard ’19

All-State:
Carson Ownbey ’18

All-Conference:
Cameron Akers ’20
Kellen Graham ’18
Drake Oliver ’19
Hank Pritchard ’19

Co-Conference Player 
of the Year:
Carson Ownbey ’18

GOLF

Conference Champs...Again!
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TRACK AND 
FIELD

Senior James Turley finds another gear for the final strides of the 1600m race.

A Break-Out Season

Coaches:
Randy Ashley (Head Coach)
Demesh Cobb (Sprint/Jumps)
Dalton Friel ’12 (Throws)
Crystal Goure  
(Throws/Jumps)
Emily Pulsifer (Distance)

Captains:
Kokayi Cobb ’17
Vance Stiles ’17

MVP: Kevin Snyder ’19

MIP: Tyler Redmond ’17

Stacked with talent and fired up by a pack of 
committed seniors, Christ School’s track and 
field program had a breakout season. Strong 
performances by sprinters, throwers, distance 
runners and jumpers propelled the team to win 
the Buncombe County Championship in March 
and the CAA Conference Championship at 
Asheville School in early May. This is the first time 
in more than 25 years that the team has earned the 
conference title. At the NCISAA 3A State Meet 
over graduation weekend, with just 16 qualifiers 
participating, the team finished in second place, its 
best finish since 1990 and just seven points behind 
the state champions. Throughout the season, the 
Greenies track team broke nine school records, 
including all four relays. 

Great teams start with great leadership, and this 
group proved that assertion. Senior captains Vance 
Stiles and Kokayi Cobb, as well as veterans Tyler 
Redmond and Thomas Hoefer, set the tone early 
with their fierce determination and work ethic.

There were many notable individual 
performances throughout the season, with athletes 
achieving multiple personal bests and contributing 
points. Throwers Chester Zhao ’18 and Coleman 

High ’17 had strong seasons, along with Juan 
Mantilla ‘19 (400) and Vance Stiles (1600, 3200)). 
In a deep pool of jumpers and sprinters, Kevin 
Snyder ’19, Kokayi Cobb ’17 and Ayden White 
’20 stood out. Snyder was a powerhouse all season, 
with a stellar performance at the state meet; he 
placed fifth in the 200m, third in the 100m, first in 
the triple jump and first in the long jump, with a 
NCISAA State Meet record leap of 46’–0”. 

Cobb overcame a hamstring tear to serve as a 
critical part of winning relays late in the season, 
and he won the 400m at the state meet in 49.63, 
a time just shy of his personal best of 49.19 (a 
Christ School record). 

And White built on his considerable talent 
throughout the season and achieved huge success 
at the state meet with second place in the high 
jump and first in the 110m hurdles in a Christ 
School record time of 15.50. 

The team will miss the leadership and talent of 
the Class of 2017, but the future is bright for Christ 
School Track and Field. In addition to Snyder, 
White, Zhao and Mantilla, our returning athletes 
will be ready to pick up where this group left off – 
and achieve even more success in 2018. n
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under the 
lights

Top: Stephen Saye ’18 returns a backhand for a down-the-line winner. Middle: Will Rasco ’18 returns a serve. Below: Ethan 
Colburn ’17 sets up for a forehand.

VARSITY 
TENNIS

The varsity tennis team completed the season 
with a 9-1 record. Their one loss came in 
a conference match against Carolina Day 
School, with whom they shared the conference 
championship title. The season was kicked off 
with a three-day weekend trip to Pinehurst, NC, 
for team clinics, match play and a team match 
versus the O’Neal School, giving them their first 
win of the season. The team was led by returner 
Stephen Saye ’18 at the number-one position. 
We just missed making the state playoffs; 
however, next year looks promising, with five of 
our top six players returning. n

A Promising 
Team

Coach:
Drew Hyche ’94

Captain:
Stephen Saye ’18

MVP: Stephen Saye ’18

MIP: Ethan Colburn ’17

All-Conference: 
Brian Li ’18
Will Rasco ’18
Stephen Saye ’18
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LACROSSE

Top: Senior Morgan MacDonald fi nds an open teammate. 

A Historic 
Season
In a historic season, the varsity lacrosse team 
capped its dominant spring by winning its first 
state championship, 18-2 over Charlotte Country 
Day. The team played its most competitive 
schedule in its 16-year existence and compiled a 
16-4 overall record, which included a perfect 9-0 
NCISAA record. In addition, the Greenies were 
invited to the GEICO Nationals, which included 
eight of the best teams in the country. 

Christ School boasted the highest scoring 
offense in North Carolina (16 goals per game), 
which was led by All-State players Will Iorio 
’17, Riley Smith ’17, Hunter Vines ’18 and 
Joey Cinque ’17. Smith and Vines were also 
selected as All-Americans, and Iorio was named 
the program's first Academic All-American. 
All-State player Jonah Roberts ’17 led a stifling 
defense (6.8 goals against), along with Max 
Brie ’18, Alex Byron ’18 and Simon Perkins 

’18. Also, face-off specialist Jack McLawhorn 
’18 was outstanding, winning 64 percent of his 
draws.  

This special group of young men exemplified 
selflessness, dedication and focus. All 117 
lacrosse alumni can be proud of this group 
for their collective accomplishments in 
representing the program with the highest 
standard. Although the nine seniors will be 
missed, the future continues to look bright, 
with six of 10 starters and a total 19 varsity 
players returning. We will look to build on this 
success next year. n
 

under the 
lights
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Top: The team celebrates their state title. Right: Freshmen Davis Lindsey looks to dodge 
against his opponent.

Coaches:
Jeff Miles
Robert Roth
Benjie Colberg
Bob Iorio
Mike Donecho

Captains:
Will Iorio ’17
Jonah Roberts ’17
Riley Smith ’17

MVPs: Jonah Roberts ’17
Riley Smith ’17

MIPs: Marcus Berger ’19
Jack McLawhorn ’18

All-Conference:
Joey Cinque ’17
Will Iorio ’17
Jonah Roberts ’17
Riley Smith ’17
Hunter Vines ’18

All-State: 
Will Iorio ’17
Jonah Roberts ’17
Riley Smith ’17 
Hunter Vines ’18
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THE
OUTDOOR
PROGRAM

the great 
outdoors

Christ School has been developing leaders for 
generations and the global community has 
benefited from the young men who developed 
those skills. Our boys have gone on to become 
leaders of industry, owners of their own 
businesses, and servants to our country in 
times of need. But what makes the leadership 
experience different here at Christ School? 

For starters, the mission of the school charges 
each and every one of us with the task of fostering 
development of leadership and character. The 
second point of the mission reads, “through 
competitive sports, student self-government, 
and a variety of extracurricular activities, we 
help each student to develop his physical fitness 

and leadership skills, and his respect for others 
regardless of their origins, cultures or beliefs.” 
Boys have the opportunity to lead at every 
level. They are called upon to stand for others 
in the classroom and in the dorm. They are 
asked to lead lives of character through the 
Form Leadership Program. Our boys have the 
opportunity to self-nominate themselves for 
senior leadership positions, and in these ways 
they are primed to embark on lives of leadership 
and service for the greater good.

So where does the Christ School Outdoor 
Program and the “Red Hat” fi t in?
Kurt Hahn, champion of experiential education 
and founder of Outward Bound, writes “there 
is more in us than we know. If we can be made 
to see it, perhaps, for the rest of our lives, we will 
be unwilling to settle for less.” It is in this spirit 
that our Outdoor Program thrives. Our boys seek 
adventures in the outdoors to be tested, to grow, 
and to learn the skills needed for a life of outdoor 
pursuits. On any given day, there are buses heading 
off to different locations to paddle, mountain bike, 
climb, fly fish, run, swim – you name it. We live in 
a part of the world that offers countless exploits for 
energetic, curious, and driven young men.

For as long as the Outdoor Program has 
existed, it has been primarily the adults who have 
guided students on these exploits of discovery. 
However, recently this pattern has changed 
and student leaders have emerged, students 
with a wealth of knowledge about a particular 
outdoor discipline and the willingness to share 
that knowledge with others. This shift started 
with Hudson McIntyre ’14 and High Garst ’16, 
competent anglers who not only knew how to 
catch fish, but could read water, understand 
how entomology was tied to fly selections, and 
confidently put others onto fish. If you consider 
fly fishing an art form, you would immediately 
recognize Hudson and High as masters of the 
art. The skill and generosity these young men 
demonstrated became the hallmarks of the “Red 
Hat,” a special group of Outdoor leaders formally 
recognized for the first time this year. 

By Ron Ramsey

The Red Hat: 
A Symbol of 
Leadership

“The most rewarding 

aspect of being a Red Hat 

is the growth you see in the 

people you coach day in and 

day out. It is also rewarding 

being in a position to help 

your friends improve.”

    - Jonathan Harris ‘18
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Building on the work these two began, the 
Outdoor staff now focuses more on leadership 
development for boys. Within each discipline, the 
boys are given opportunities to learn and lead, 
and are evaluated on their skills competency, 
attitudes, ability to coach and instruct others, and 
willingness to pitch in. Based on their ability to 
lead, they are then given opportunities to take 
portions of the curriculum and, working with 
a faculty instructor, teach skills. These student 
Oudoor leaders earn the right to wear the Red 
Hat, the same color hat and helmet worn by all of 
the Christ School Outdoor Program staff. Upon 
accepting this call, our boys become part of the 
leadership team of the various disciplines and 
help to instruct and plan outings. They also serve 
as voices and advocates for students. It would be 
hard to imagine a more authentic way for leaders 
to emerge, or a more fitting setting than the 
outdoors in which to do it.

This year, we had a class of four Red Hats: 
•  Nate Williams ’17 served as the Red Hat for 

Mountain Biking, bringing with him years  
of experience as a rider.

•  Bronson Gatts ’18 worked with the Climbing 
and Bouldering Program and was  
instrumental in developing young climbers. 

•  Jonathan Harris ’18 was the Red Hat for Disc 
Golf and was an asset to the team as a  
mentor and instructor. 

•  Ford Neilson ’19 served as the Red Hat for the 
Fly Fishing Program and was adept at  
instructing young fly fishermen and willing to 
coach others in reading water.
We are so very proud of this first year of Red 

Hats. These four young men have set a high 
standard for those to follow. They have risen to 
every challenge and have grown through this 
experience. We are excited about the future and 
having more Red Hats join the ranks. n

Proudly wearing their red hats: Bronson Gatts ’18, Nate Williams ’17, Ford Neilson ’19, and Jonathan Harris ’18.

“As a Red Hat I’ve not only 

been able to better others 

through coaching, but also 

have been able to refi ne 

aspects of my own riding 

and character from working 

with other riders.”

        - Nate Williams ‘17
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GOAL IN SIGHT
95% of the original goal of $20 million has been raised over the past 4 years. This goal was 
developed through a feasibility study and included projects identified in the 2013 Master Plan. 

MATCHING OUR NEEDS
The current needs of the School are now $24 million. Since 2013, additional needs have been 
identified which include student housing, an art studio, and a new Wellness Center.  

ENDOWMENT FUNDING NEEDED
Endowment remains our greatest fundraising challenge with $3 million raised toward the $9 million 
goal. Growing our endowment will enable us to improve our programs, honor esteemed faculty and 
provide additional scholarships to attract excellent students. 

TRANSFORMING OUR CAMPUS
The Campus has been dramatically transformed with the $10.6 million raised for Capital Projects.  
Stolz Hall, Gardner House, the Kennedy-Herterich Art Studio and the Alumni Plaza have 
significantly enhanced the campus and the new Wellness Center will be completed for the opening 
of school this August. Three new faculty homes have been completed as well.  

NEW ATHLETIC CENTER
The largest capital project in Christ School’s history, the new Athletic Center, is underway and is 
scheduled for opening in early 2018.  

ALF STILL A PRIORITY
Annual Loyalty Fund gifts are an important part of the Campaign. These gifts are vital to funding 
the most urgent needs, whether they are used to ensure all students are able to participate in student 
life activities, to provide financial aid, or to provide the funding for unexpected opportunities or 
challenges. 

PLANNED GIFTS COUNT
Planned gifts that are quantified and documented during the Campaign are also counted! Whether you 
include Christ School in your will with a percentage of your estate or donate an IRA or insurance policy, 
your legacy gift makes an important impact on Christ School for future generations.  

OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT
You can still participate in the Campaign!  Naming opportunities are still available for the endowment 
as well as capital projects. Each gift, regardless of size, is important and appreciated. 

Good schools are never done with fundraising, and so opportunities to support Christ School go 
well beyond this Campaign. Thank you for the ways in which you already support our school and 
thank you for the ways in which you’ll help in the future. 

8 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
DRAWING STRENGTH from WITHIN – 
the CAMPAIGN for CHRIST SCHOOL

2
1

3
4
5
6
7
8
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HEADMASTER’S 
RECEPTION


“BIG R” FUN RUN


AWARDS LUNCHEON 


SPORTING EVENTS

AW
alumni weekend

2017
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FROM THE
ADVANCEMENT
OFFICE

beyond the 
gate house

Beginning with the Class of 1947 and ending 
with 2012, classes ending in either 2 or 7 were 
represented. Many other alumni from other 
class years were also present.

Breaking from the tradition of hosting the 
Friday evening Cocktail Reception at the 
Headmaster's House, this year the event was 
celebrated in Stolz Hall. Despite the wind and 
rain, conversations around the fireplaces with 
classmates from bygone years made for a lively 
evening. Stolz Hall also became the site of the 
Alumni Luncheon and Awards Ceremony on 
Saturday.

Alumni Award Recipients were:
Lyles B. Webster ’02
Robert B. Moore III Young Alumnus Award
Royal G. Shannonhouse ’72
Bill Sewell Service and Loyalty Award
Brian Pecheles ’77
Alumni Achievement Award
Cam Smail ’72
Distinguished Alumnus Award
Stephen T. Young ’82
Distinguished Alumnus Award

In addition to the Cocktail Reception and 
Luncheon, alumni participated in opportunities 
to see a glimpse of current school life with campus 
tours and athletic events. Headmaster Paul 

Christ School Alumni Weekend 
2017 will be remembered as one 
of the largest reunion gatherings 
celebrated on campus. 

SAVE THE DATE: Next Christ School Alumni Weekend, May 4-5, 2018

Krieger gave a State of the School presentation 
featuring a student-led panel discussion.

The annual Alumni Memorial Eucharist 
celebrated the lives of those Christ School 
alumni who have passed away in the past year. 
Father Kirk Brown served as the Celebrant and 
The Reverend Paul Stricklin, a former Christ 
School Chaplain, delivered the message.

Many alumni had not been back to 
campus in recent years – some not since their 
graduation – making the transformation of the 
campus and newly redeveloped facilities all the 
more dramatic. During the weekend, Father 
Brown officiated the dedications of Gardner 
House, the Kennedy-Herterich Art Studio, and 
the Alumni Plaza.

Peter Gardner Dodge ’95, who named 
the facility for his grandmother, generously 
donated funding for Gardner House. The 
residents of Gardner House attended the 
dedication along with Mr. Dodge.

Karyn Kennedy Herterich P'04, Dieter 
Herterich P’04, and Morgan Herterich ’04 
participated in the ribbon-cutting of the 
Kennedy-Herterich Art Studio. Art teacher 
Sarah Baldwin and her students, along with 
a group of about 30, helped celebrate this 
occasion, which also included a dedication to 
former art teacher Betty Weil.

Alumni from many different classes helped 
to officially dedicate the Alumni Plaza. Nat 
Hyde ’74, Bob Twomey ’73, Tom Beck ’69, 
P’07, and Director of Alumni Relations Dan 
Stevenson ’72, P ’15, held the ribbon which 
was cut by Grady Byrd ’57, P’80, GP’07, GP’11.

The Young Alumni gathered at Blue Ghost 
Brewing on Saturday evening. Various class 
reunions were held around the area.

Mark your calendars for May 4-5, 2018! 
Alumni Weekend 2018 will celebrate classes 
ending in 3 and 8. n
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Photos (clockwise from top left): The 
Kennedy Herterich Family gather with former 
art teacher Betty Weil for the dedication of 
the Kennedy-Herterich Art Studio: Dieter 
Herterich P’04, Morgan Herterich ’04, 
Baylor Kennedy Herterich, Karyn Kennedy 
Herterich P’04, and Betty Weil; Headmaster 
Paul Krieger speaks at the Athletic Center 
Groundbreaking Ceremony; Peter Dodge ’95 
attends the dedication of Gardner House, the 
dormitory he generously funded in honor of 
his grandmother; Classmates John Patterson 
’82 and John Hill ’82 reunite after 25 years; 
Father Kirk Brown dedicates the Alumni 
Plaza; Runners take off at the start of the 
"Big R" Fun Run.
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A few smiles captured during the 
weekend (clockwise from top left): 
Marny Hendrick ’67 and Tiff Nelson 
’67 look through an old issue of The 
Christ School News; Marshall Ranson ’14 
enjoys lunch with his mother, Barrett; 
Billy Peebles ’72 catches up with 
Suzanne Sloan GP’17; Alison and Ron 
Blumley ’72 enjoy the reception on the 
patio outside Stolz Hall.
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Medical doctor, nutritionist, and author of Eat Right for Life, Dr. Ann 
Kulze visited campus in February to deliver two seminars, one for faculty 
and staff and one for the entire student body.

Dr. Ann’s visit was the third and final of three phases in the 8.2.8 
Initiative. A parent-funded initiative to influence change within the 
Christ School community regarding lifestyle choices and eating habits, the 
first phase focused on creating awareness about the benefits of physical 
activity, proper hydration, and adequate sleep. The second phase included 
a campus visit from Dr. Ann for a nutrition audit of our dining hall 
offerings. The third phase was the community-wide educational piece.

The February seminars, in typical Dr. Ann fashion, were high-energy 
and rich in content. The main takeaways were: eat more fruits and 
vegetables; consume more protein-rich foods an d foods containing 
fish oil; and tailor your diet to include less red meat, saturated fats, and 
processed foods with refined carbohydrates.

The link between a healthy diet and quality of life is no longer in dispute 
and the benefits of lifelong, healthy choices are many, including creating 
better brain function, minimizing the unlocking of genetic disposition to 
disease, and prolonging optimal physical activity well into adult life.

Habits begin when we are young and we take seriously the significant 
role Christ School plays in the formation of each student. We are 
grateful to the family who invested in the 

8.2.8 Initiative. Not only is our community better because of the 
initiative, but individual lives have been impacted in positive ways – and 
that’s just the beginning.

A few extra copies of Dr. Ann’s book Eat Right for Life are available. 
If you’d like a copy, please call Savannah Parrish in the Advancement 
Office, 828-684-6232, x103. n

8.2.8
I N I T I A T I V E

U P D AT E
By Denis Stokes



Most people give to causes and institutions 
that have touched their lives in a significant 
way. There is always a story,  perhaps even a life 
changing story, behind the giving. It doesn’t 
matter if it is a small gift to the Annual Loyalty 
Fund or a gift large enough to name a building, 
giving doesn’t happen without an experience that 
affected someone’s life in such a way that makes 
that person wish to give back.  

Sometimes I hear the story directly from the 
alumnus as we walk the halls of Wetmore or 
the base paths of Bourne Field. Recollections 
of memories made and friendships forged spill 
out as though they happened yesterday. Tears 
intermingle with laughter as he shakes his 
head at the fun, the struggles, and the pride of 
accomplishment. We share a bond of experience 
that is unique and special.

Sometimes, though, the relationship is tinged 
with a poignancy that is truly remarkable. Such was 
the case with Jack and Dorothy Hudson. Jack was a 
member of the Class of 1949 and served the school 
in many capacities. As his health began to decline 
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and he couldn’t visit the Christ School campus, I 
would visit with him in his home. In the process, I 
got to know his lovely and wonderful wife Dorothy. 
Jack and I would reminisce and Dorothy would 
listen and add her memories of the story.

After Jack died, Dorothy called me one day to 
ask me to come and pick up a check from Jack’s 
estate. He was loving and giving in that way, and I 
was honored to be part of his legacy gift. Because 
she and I had become good friends along the way, 
we had a great time talking about Jack’s love of his 
church, his hometown of Brevard, his lifelong work 
as a lawyer, and his love of Christ School. 

This experience with Jack and Dorothy is but 
one example of how work in the Advancement 
Office is about relationships. Spending time with 
alumni and enjoying the memories of their Christ 
School journey is a rich and rewarding experience. 
It is an honor to be invited into the lives and 
homes of those who love this school, and, for me 
personally as an alumnus, I am grateful to be part 
of someone’s decision to give of their time, talents, 
and wealth back to Christ School. n

In Memorium

John R. “Jack” Hudson, Jr. ’49
Brevard, North Carolina
November 6, 2016

The Rev. Thomas C. Seitz, Sr. ’45
Winter Haven, Florida
January 2, 2017

Stephen “Steve” Doughty 
Bitter ’59, P’00
Asheville, North Carolina
February 6, 2017

David G. Futch, M.D. ’50
San Diego, California
February 6, 2017

Alan R. Gregg ’67, P’06
Hobe Sound, Florida
March 29, 2017

Alan H. Shaw ’39
Asheville, North Carolina
April 2, 2017

Thomas L. “Tom” White ’84
Fairview, North Carolina
May 18, 2017

William George Peterkin IV ’77
Santee, South Carolina
June 9, 2017

Most people think that advancement work is only about raising money. 
While fundraising is one of our main functions, the real joy of the work is the 
relationships we develop along the way. 

Advancement Work: 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

By Dan Stevenson ’72, P’15

Dan greets Vance Stiles ’17, Lucretia Finley W’58, P’86, and Sam Mitchum ’72 during Alumni Weekend.
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60’s. One name came up, Chuck Darsie ’58, the 
same Chuck Darsie with whom she had recently 
had a conversation. Chuck had mentioned that 
when his father was hired by Mr. Dave to teach 
mathematics, he had encouraged Chuck to 
live in the dorm to have the true Christ School 
experience. Coincidentally, Chuck and Brent 
Stevens are cousins!

When she called Chuck to ask him about the 
watch, he was astounded. “I was named after my 
grandfather; he didn’t have a middle name and 
that’s why there are only two initials on it,” said 
Darsie. Apparently, he hadn’t owned the watch 
for long when, against his parents’ wishes, he 
brought it to his dorm room and put it in his 
desk drawer. It went missing shortly thereafter, 
never to be found until now, over 65 years later. 

How did the watch end up in the woods? 
One theory involves a student who was expelled 
for stealing shortly after Chuck lost his watch. 
We’ll never know, but we do know that it has 
now been returned to its rightful owner; Kathy 
delivered it to Chuck in Greensboro this spring. 
Chuck is thrilled that he can pass the precious 
timepiece on to his own grandson. n

These words certainly rang true for two metal 
detectors who found long-lost valuables on our 
campus this past spring.

Mark Lightfoot and Richard Revenson, 
members of the Western North Carolina Metal 
Detecting Club, were searching Christ School 
campus when they came across two valuable 
items: a 1986 class ring and a 1919 Elgin pocket 
watch.

It wasn’t difficult to find the ring’s owner, Brent 
Stevens ’86, since his name was engraved inside. 
He remembers losing it during a track practice. 
Although Brent now lives in Charlotte, his 
parents, Jack ’52 and Cissie, are locals and both 
have served on Christ School's Board of Trustees. 
In fact, Cissy walks her dogs almost daily near the 
field where the ring was found.

Finding the original owner of the watch, which 
was discovered in the woods behind the old barn 
near the water tower, would prove to be more 
difficult. An internet search of the serial number 
dated it 1919. When Kathy Belk, Director of the 
Annual Fund, saw the initials “C.D.” etched on 
the watch’s back, she searched those initials in her 
database for students from the 20’s through the 
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“Seek and ye shall fi nd” are the words the entire CS community sings after Communion every 
Thursday in our familiar Hymn 711.

Top photo: Kathy Belk presents Chuck Darsie ’58 with his watch.
Bottom: Local metal detectors Richard Revenson and Mark Lightfoot discovered the lost treasures.
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Paintings and works on paper by Kit White ’69 
are now on display at the Institute of Fine Arts 
in New York City. The exhibit, entitled KAPPUS, is 
described as follows by Curator Lisa A. Banner:

Nothing is missing from Kit White’s paintings. 
Excised elemental and skeletal forms imply bodies, 
leaning, intersecting, and often wavering vertical 
figures, composed of lines that stand against layers 
of color. The forces of nature are restrained yet 
completely present in the strokes that he sweeps in 
oil paint onto wooden panels or canvas. Lines and 
marks are conveyed via oil transfer in his drawings, 
enticed onto paper, usually from the verso, working 
without fully knowing where they will land. The 
process is reactive, instinctive, in contrast to the 
discipline of White's thought process. Unique lines 
become entities unto themselves.

Paul Klee influenced White, who has 
developed his own “symbol language,” evident 
in these paintings. Recent paintings, like 
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Kappus often derive from smaller sketches, like 
the watercolors shown here, where ideas are 
captured in minute detail. The painter creates a 
magnificent whole from shards and fragments, 
the broken lines and dashed marks of his small 
sketches. It is as though White’s imagination 
conceives things fully formed, launching them in 
any size onto a receiving support.

 Describing his own work, the painter’s words 
are evocative, exacting and particular. “Lambent 
light” exactly describes his softly transparent 
swirls of one clear color over another. “Glazes” 
describe the swirling surfaces laid down over 
underpainting. The titles he assigns to his 
paintings render meaning for the whole. Of the 
three paintings shown here, Kappus might refer 
to the young poet who sought Rainier Maria 
Rilke’s advice, and published a compendium 
of his letters; Remit, and Staggered allude to the 
mysterious wanderings of the painter’s mind. n

Paintings by Kit White ’69 on Display at The 
Institute of Fine Arts, New York
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How did you get into fi lmmaking?
I quit my job. I quit a job somewhere else and 
started working for myself. 

When I moved to New York, I had a big interest 
in producing live events, and that kind of extended 
from how I spent a lot of time in college at 
Carleton, which was basically throwing parties but 
taking them very seriously; they were high-concept, 
thematic parties with a production/design element 
to them. The administration took notice and 
started paying for the parties and events. 

I really got into this idea of live experience, the 
idea of things that are temporary but are very 
special. New York was an interesting place to 
pursue that further. I managed a membership club 
in New York in which creative professionals were 
promised unusual evenings and the opportunity 
to meet people from other creative disciplines. The 
theory behind that is creative disciplines at that 
time in New York were very siloed; it was difficult 
for a graphic designer to meet a fashion designer, 
but wouldn’t it be interesting if they did, and 
wouldn’t they have cool things to talk about? 

So we would create entertainment events that 
would bring together disparate disciplines and then 
give them something interesting to talk about and 
do. It was early in the period of the flash mob, text 
message thing, and pre-smart phones, and so our 
events were always built around sending random 
addresses out via text message and then you’d 
come into some strange space that you had never 
seen before where something special was created. 

It was really cool, and I grew it to be sustainable and 
successful, but ultimately lost interest in short-term, 
disposable events and wanted to work on something 
that lasted longer, which turned into film. 

In producing these events that were temporary, 
ephemeral, hard to find by nature, it created a bit 
of a marketing problem: If we have these things 
that are exclusive and only happen once and if 
people don’t come, how do we tell them that it 
happened so that they will want to come the next 
time? That solved itself with creating some short-
form films about some of these experiences. 

I worked with groups of people who would 
come in and help to make those films and learned 
a lot from those people, which was very useful. 
Their interests went more in line with commercial 
production and mine were more in the line 
of independent film. I still do produce a lot of 
commercials; our company has a healthy list of 

Ben Nabors ’00 is a New York-based filmmaker and founder of the production company 

Group Theory. His debut feature documentary, William and the Windmill, won the 

Grand Jury Prize at the 2013 South by Southwest Film Festival. His short film Palimpsest 

won a Special Jury Prize at the 2013 Sundance Film Festival. In 2015, he wrote and 

produced Actor Seeks Role, starring Alex Karpovsky and Dylan Baker, which won the 

Grand Jury Prize at IFFBoston and had its online premiere with The New Yorker. In 

2016, he co-directed and produced The Happy Film, a feature-length documentary about 

the iconic graphic designer Stefan Sagmeister and his deeply personal six-year, world-

spanning pursuit of happiness.

Nabors spent only one year at Christ School, 1998-99. Although he had been elected 
a prefect for his senior year, he chose instead to finish out high school closer to his home 
in Burlington, NC, and then studied at Carleton College in Minnesota.

In his college essay that was reprinted in the Summer 2001 issue of The Christ School 
Magazine, he was honest and candid about his difficulties adjusting to life here, as well as 
the lessons he took away from the experience.

Q&A
with Ben Nabors
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clients. But my real interest is in film, so I wanted 
to create an entity that would enable that.

Around this time – I guess it would be 
2007/2008 – two cool things happened: the high-
definition video camera became affordable and 
the video iPod was invented, and this was the early 
days of You Tube. So two things happened that 
didn’t exist before that made that space possible 
for me and the people I was working with to make 
short-form content that would go online.

How do you fi nd your stories and your characters?
I’m pondering this and thinking about the two 
feature films that we’ve done most recently. One 
was called William and the Windmill, which is 
a film about a young Malawian, and the most 
recent one that came out this summer is called 
The Happy Film. Both of those stories were built 
around people who posed questions that I could 
not answer. So what I think I was initially drawn to 
was uncertainty. I found that our best work tends 
to be an extension of surprising things that happen 
rather than plans that we put in motion or lay out. 

I should clarify that, because one should always 
be prepared and have done their research and 
know what they are getting themselves into. But 
at the same time, you can have that training and 
preparation but be able to walk into a space where 
you are open to what might happen. These two 
films seem to be around characters that present 
these questions with unclear answers, so that 
propelled me to be interested and motivated, 
and I think that same thing comes through for 
an audience. It’s what makes a good story: not 
knowing the end.

Tell me about your Christ School experience.
To be honest, I had a very tumultuous relationship 
with CS, but also give that year of my life a 
tremendous amount of credit.

At that time at CS – and I’m speaking from the 
perspective of a 16-to-17-year-old student, not an 
adult – there was a mix of disciplinary issues and 
people like me who were seeking something more 
than what they thought they had. It was a difficult 
space, because there was a lot of structure and a lot 
of regulation and I felt stifled and frustrated. 

Because the school saw potential in me, some 
teachers – most notably, Father Brown and English 
teacher Richard Grimball – reached out and 
moved me to Boyd dorm, which no longer exists. 
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If you talk with anyone from that era of CS, it was 
a very special building in everybody’s mind because 
there was a little bit more looseness and the young 
people living in that dorm were given a little bit 
more of a leash to self-express than other places. 

Under this structure, these new things developed 
in me, like a real interest in reading and an 
attention to writing and, most importantly, 
through my college counselor, Lyn Tillett, an 
interest in a small-school liberal arts education. 
This awareness that led me toward a liberal arts 
education has been the most important thing in 
steering me toward the kind of adult I want to be.

[Ms. Tillett] continued to help me through my 
senior year, far more then my school counselor; she 
took a very personal interest in me. It sounds so 
cliché, but it really expanded my worldview. That 
notion of distance and travel – it’s arbitrary until 
after you do it. I don’t know if I’d be having the 
same conversation I'm having with you if I’d gone 
to a big state school.

Final Words?
I consider myself really fortunate that I’ve chosen 
my profession. I think a lot of people don’t get 
to choose how they spend their time or how they 
are earning their income. In any job, even if you 
absolutely love it, day to day you do stuff you don’t 
like. In my mind, that is accounting or e-mail. I 
work in a medium that I’m really fascinated by. In 
the hierarchy of job/career/calling, it feels like a 
calling, so I’m inspired and motivated by it.

Excerpt from Ben Nabor’s college essay, which appeared in the Summer 2001, 
Christ School Magazine

“It was in this time, when I was a child again, that I made my greatest friends, not 
only kids across the hall but teachers in the classroom that helped me to dismantle 
the walls I had long ago constructed from the impersonality I found in my public 
education. At Christ School, in those winter months, I met faculty, or rather friends, 
who would have as much an effect on me as any other adult thus far, save my parents.

“Through the help of these individuals, I learned a lesson at Christ School: what 
great feats one can accomplish and what many ways one can change when put in 
the right environment. I began to study, not for the grade, but for the desire to 
know. I began to read, not for the assignment, but for the passion it invoked in me. 
I began to listen and analyze as I could repay the speaker with as worthy an insight 
as he had given me. Here is where I found my lifeline. When I felt the pressures of 
boarding school suffocating my beliefs and my will, I turned to my education for 
escape. I found a love for learning.” n
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basketball a serious try. I fell harder and quicker 
in love with this new and refreshing game than a 
Cuningham freshman does with the sight of a girl 
at the Valentine’s Day dance. It only helped that 
every Canadian teenager playing basketball at the 
time had the current two-time NBA MVP and 
best point guard of all time to look up to as a role 
model, Steve Nash. The combination of my love 
for the game, and the fact that a player of similar 
physique and identical nationality could make it 
so far in the basketball world only contributed to 
these newfound hoop dreams of mine. Like every 
teenaged athlete, I wanted to push my limits. I 
wanted to see how far I could go with basketball 
and was determined to do everything I could to 
achieve my new goal, which was to play Division 1 
college basketball. 

In the winter of 2008, my parents and I sat down 
at our kitchen table and agreed that achieving 
this dream would prove to be more difficult if I 
were to stay at home at my small private school 
tucked away in the hockey hotbed of southwestern 
Ontario. After looking at a few different schools in 
the northern states closer to home, I decided that 
the best decision for me was to spread my wings 
and attend Christ School. 

Over the next year and a half, basketball 
consumed my life. Playing at a big-time basketball 
school was everything I had hoped it would be. 
Going against D I competition every single day 
in practice pushed me to work even harder to 
achieve my dream. Don’t get me wrong; there were 
days when I seriously questioned the decision to 
leave home and go through intense, loud, and 
sometimes unenjoyable practices, but looking back 
on everything, I do not regret any of it for a second. 
In late February of 2011, our basketball team had 
just won the state championship for the fifth time 
in a row. After a long and rewarding winter sports 
season, everyone – teachers and coaches included 
– was ready for the two-week spring break. My 
friends Marshall Plumlee ’12 and Zach Korkowski 
’12 and I thought it would be a blast to celebrate 
the season by traveling on a Christ School trip to 
Costa Rica. A trip to an exotic country with some 
of my best friends after a big victory… What could 
go wrong? 

For the first little while, nothing went wrong. I 
will never forget scrimmaging the host school in 
an outdoor, full-court basketball game on goals 
as low as the one at Krieger Court. A couple 

For everyone who grew up in a small, Canadian 
town such as Ancaster, Ontario, playing hockey was 
a right of passage. In a place where there are more 
hockey rinks than grocery stores, it is safe to say that 
almost every young kid had at some point laced up 
a pair of skates before he or she could ride a bike, 
and I was no exception. However, by the age of 
fourteen, after having spent countless hours over 
the years in the car on road trips, shoveling snow in 
the driveway so that we could go to early morning 
practice, and playing for multiple teams all year 
round, I had become worn out. 

For those of you who are not aware, hockey and 
basketball are played in the same season, and any 
serious athlete cannot compete in both sports at a 
high level at the same time. I had played basketball 
recreationally for my middle school for a couple 
of years, but I had never even considered playing 
for the local rep team, which is the Canadian 
equivalent of AAU. However, once I began to have 
these feelings of hockey fatigue, I decided to give 

CHAPEL TALK: 
A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE
Andy McMillan ’12 returned to campus this past year to teach 
chemistry. He delivered this talk during a series of faculty Chapel 
talks this spring. 

By Andy McMillan ’12
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of hours after the dunk fest, we boarded a tiny 
bus and traveled three and half hours down an 
extremely windy road through the mountains to 
get to our resort on the coast. Once we arrived, 
many of us wanted to put our luggage down and 
go and check out the area. However, a group of 
five or so of us became very conflicted; this was 
also the first Saturday night in March, which 
meant only one thing, Duke-UNC. I can vividly 
remember Coach Harris coming in and making 
us feel guilty for watching a basketball game on 
TV when we were at a resort in Costa Rica. He 
told us that we could always watch the highlights 
and said that we should come out to the beach 
for a game of football. Little did I know that this 
seemingly insignificant event would end up being 
extremely important down the road. 

As we all know, football games and sports in 
general can get competitive between high school 
boys. All it took was a little late bump from 
someone for our touch football game to turn into 
an aggressive free-for-all game of tackle. Still slightly 
annoyed about missing my Duke game, I wasn’t 
too heavily involved in the play that was occurring 
around me. Nevertheless, I still somehow ended 
up with the ball, and I remember my friend Chris 
White '12 coming straight at me. I tried to dodge 
him, but ended up having my right hand run 
straight into his knee as he took me to the ground. 
My hand immediately started throbbing. It wasn’t 
until the next morning, when three of us woke up 
early to go for a run along the beach, that I knew 
something wasn’t right. Every single stride I took 
sent a shooting pain up my hand. 

I wasn’t able to get an X-ray until a week later 
when I returned home, and once I saw the results, 
my fears were confirmed. I had broken my fourth 
metacarpal of my right hand, and I was forced to 
be in a cast for the next couple of months. While 
this was obviously a nuisance for daily chores, it 
more importantly and dishearteningly prevented 
me from playing basketball. 

Rewinding about two months earlier, Marshall 
and I had developed an odd pregame basketball 
ritual of a football-kicking competition before each 
game. As weird as it sounds, it was always fun, and 
acted as a great distraction. Once I had broken 
my hand, this peculiar pregame act became more 
than just a hobby. There was something about 
kicking a football and watching it go through the 
uprights that had me hooked. I remember in 
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the spring it got to the point where I would kick 
every single day after track practice. It wasn’t 
until newly hired football coach Mark Moroz 
saw me kick and suggested that I play my senior 
season that I really thought that this could go 
somewhere. I spent that summer recovering 
from my hand injury, but also working tirelessly 
on my new craft in preparation for my only 
season of upcoming high school football. I still 
played basketball my senior season, but over that 
summer I fell in love with a new sport yet again. 
Luckily, I performed well enough that fall to be 
offered a spot on Furman University’s football 
team, and once I accepted, the rest, as they say, 
is history. 

In life, every person will, at some point, be 
able to refer to one or more specific events that 
significantly altered their course and led them 
to arrive at a different destination. For me, that 
critical moment was the act of breaking my 
hand. Additionally, I believe there are always 
supporting or causative events leading up to the 
main incident that help to guide each person on 
this path of discovery. In my case, I would point 
to Coach Harris forcing me from my TV to go 
and play football on the beach. This deliberate 
and “not according to plan” removal of our group 
from the confines of our room was the turning 
point. Coach, I want to thank you for what you 
did. You telling me to stop watching my favorite 
team play so that I could go and break my hand 
was by far the best thing you’ve ever done for me, 
and one day, I’d really like to return the favor. 

Some people believe in destiny, and some 
believe that destiny is another word for “God’s 
plan.” I am by no means saying that you have 
to believe in a higher power playing the puppet 
master role in your life, but what I am saying is 
that we all have to develop our own views, and 
many events in each of our lives will help to form, 
shape, and reshape these beliefs. I’ve learned 
from my story that it helps to be willing to adapt 
to difficult situations, and that not all obstacles 
need to be avoided. There are going to be events 
in life for which we cannot plan, so my advice is 
to be ready for anything with a completely open 
mind. I wish everyone the safest of travels over 
spring break, and if you ever find yourself playing 
football on the beach with your friends, always 
remember, you just never know. n

"In life, every person 

will, at some point, be 

able to refer to one or 

more specific events 

that significantly altered 

their course and led them 

to arrive at a different 

destination."

    –Andy McMillan '12



1943
Dabney Ewin ’43, P’70 recently traveled to 
Phoenix, AZ, for the annual meeting of the 
American Society of Clinical Hypnosis, where 
he was a presenter on the topic of hypnosis and 
emotional healing.

1948
William Kennedy ’48 and his wife, Nancy, have 
three children and 16 grandchildren. They 
spend half their time on the ski slope at Beech 
Mountain, NC, and half in Atlanta. They spent 
three weeks in China with friends from Austin, 
TX, and Beech Mountain.

1961
Alex Alexander ’61 manages E. H. Alexander 
Insurance Agency, specializing in property and 
casualty, business, and personal lines from its 
headquarters in Red Springs, NC. Spring 2017 
included an annual visit to Daytona Beach for 
Bike Week, with Alex making the trek on his 
Harley Davidson Ultra Glide. 
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William and Nancy Kennedy ’48 with friends in China.

Top: Joe Massey '65 with his latest toy at the Capital City 
Club in Atlanta earlier this year.  
Middle: Dinks Dupree '66 came by campus for the Friday 
Assembly experience.
Bottom: Greenies gather in Charleston: Hagood Ellison 
’68, Richard Stoney ’70, Bruce Woodward ’68, John 
Saalfi eld ’68, and Steve Swanson ’68.

Alex Alexander ’61 in front 
of World Headquarters, E.H. 
Alexander Insurance Agency, Red 
Springs, NC.

Class of 1957



1964
Bob Toomey ’64 has retired and is living closer to 
Arden in Montreat, NC.

1968
Ian “Ogie” Ogilvie ’68 is in the financial 
services business and lives in his hometown of 
Winter Park, Florida.

Albert Matheny ’68 writes: “I just returned 
from a visit to CS to meet my old friend, 
Dan Stevenson, and we witnessed together 
the return of the 17-year cicadas to campus. I 
recalled that they had invaded CS back in May 
of 1966. That means the classes of ’83 and ’00 
should remember their cicada encounters, too.

Part of my reason for the visit was to discuss 
with Dan the Class of 1968 50th reunion 
coming up next May. Make sure to mark your 
calendars. Brent Ogilvie and I are class agents 
and will be reaching out to everyone in the 
class to get as many of you back on campus as 
we can!

I was amazed at the changes to the school 
since the last time I visited a year or so ago. 
The newly expanded and remodeled dining 
hall is amazing. ’30 Dorm is now the new 
Wellness Center (or “Infirmary,” back in the 
day). The new Alumni Plaza is beautiful!

Can’t wait to gather everyone together 
next year.”

1969
After a 25-year career with a building service 
contractor, Adair Watters ’69 recently left 
to found HeirShare, a company that helps 
people archive their family's documents and 
photographs.  

1970
Tom Seitz ’70 is Rector of Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Lake Wales, FL, where he has served 
since 1997.

1971
BIOFLYER PRODUCTIONS, LLC, was initially 
created by Rock Eblen ’71 in 2004 as his personal 
way of contributing to his family’s charity in 
Western North Carolina. The Eblen Charities is 
constantly seeking viable partnerships and alliances 
with other organizations which help reach out 
to those in need. Rock has built a reputation for 
mounting a variety of unique and exciting shows, 
from original works to Broadway musicals. His 
website is: bioflyer.wordpress.com. 
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Rock Eblen ’71

Top: Class of 1962
Bottom: Class of 1967



1973
Blythe Davis ’73, P’18, and his wife, Kelly, live 
in Swan Quarter, NC; their daughter A.B. is an 
undergraduate at Duke and their son Coleman is a 
Greenie, Class of 2018.

1974
Mark Seitz ’74 has been the rector at St. Matthews 
in Wheeling, WV, for 22 years.

Nacy Stone ’74 lives in Jeffersonville, KY, and 
works in the family business, N.H. Stone, General 
Contractors. He also spends time managing 
the racing career of “She's Cool,” a 4-year-old 
thoroughbred with the experience of 47 races, 
including runs at Churchill Downs, Ellis Park, and 
Tampa Bay Downs.

1979
Shannon Allison ’79, P’10, P’15 recently received 
the Louisiana Dental Association’s Humanitarian 
Award, “a high honor to those who selflessly make 
a lasting impact on the oral health care of their 
fellow human beings in the United States and/or 
abroad.”

1985
Timothy Madison ’85 is opening a new restaurant 
on the Atlantic Intercoastal Waterway near 
Holden Beach, NC. He writes “the name is Betty’s 
Waterfront and has been there since the 70’s. It 
has been shuttered for several years and we are 
bringing her back to life on July 10. Come by and 
check us out!”

1991
Robert Lontz’s ’91 son Alex will attend Christ 
School this coming fall in Form III. His uncle John 
was class of 1986. Happy to carry on the tradition 
and good luck to him! 
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Bruce Burris '73 paid a visit to campus earlier this year 
while in town on business.

Class of 1972

Arnold Blakney '74 in 
Ypsilanti, MI.

1978
Mark Thompson ’78 
(left) recently spent 
nine days with his 
son on an excursion 
to Cuba.

Dan Stevenson ’72, P’15 
and Richard Witten ’82 in 
Auburn Hills.

Kevin Freidheim '82 outside 
of the world famous O and 
H Bakery in Racine.



1992
Eduardo Reyes ’92 reports “I am a Tailor Made 
Luxury Travel Designer at ITG (International 
Travel Group) in Mexico City. We are part of 
Virtuoso. We organize custom trips anywhere 
in the world and have offices in Lima, Miami, 
and Monterrey, Mexico. I travel every week 
between Mexico and Florida.”

1994
Joe Greene ’94 recently moved into a new 
job as an ESA (Equipment Service Associate) 
with Voith Industrial Services working at 
BMW. He works nights, fixing the robots and 
automation equipment on the body shop 
production lines.

1997
Lawrence Howell ’97 is living in San Diego and 
works with Hewlett Packard in sales.

2001
Kelly Burkett ’01 has been with CSI for five 
years as a senior estimator. When he isn’t 
working, he spends time with his family, 
coaching his middle son’s soccer team and 
officiating football and lacrosse. This year he 
was honored to be selected from his association 
to work the first and quarterfinal round of the 
NCHSAA playoffs for football as a back judge.
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Eduardo Reyes ’92

Right Column, Top: Class of 1982 Middle: Class of 1987 Bottom: Class of 1997



2002
Thomas Isbell ’02 reports: “I married Ashley Isbell 
on August 22, 2015, started a treatment center 
for drugs, alcohol, and trauma in October 2015, 
became the CEO in June of 2016, and we had our 
first son, Thomas Chandler Isbell, Jr., on April 8.” 

Seth Murdoch ’02 and his wife, Emily, are proud 
parents of a baby girl. Laura Ann was born on 
January 28 and was 7lbs., 13 oz., and 21 inches. 

2004
Andrew Elliott ’04 lives in Las Vegas and works with 
Harrah’s Casino in their compliance program.

Wyndham Manning ’04 lives in Brooklyn, NY, 
and works for “Escape the Room.” Known as a fun, 
interactive game, some companies are now making 
use of escape rooms in their hiring process, as the 
game reveals problem-solving skills and collaboration 
under the pressure of a time constraint.

2005
Chase Boone ’05 and Tiffany Roberts were 
married on May 26 in Dallas, Texas. Chase's father, 
Jon Boone, was the best man, and Thomas Coley 
’05 was a groomsman.

2006
Chris Locke ’06 has been appointed Youth 
Activities Director for Carmel Country Club in 
Charlotte, NC.

Preston Willard ’06 and Charlotte Manigault 
McElveen, both of Columbia, were married on 
September 30, 2016. He is chief operation officer 
of Palmetto Garage Works and she is a human 
resources assistant with JH Development. 

David Ziegler ’06 married Brittany Smolka on 
March 17 and is now living in Washington, DC.
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Thomas Chandler Isbell, Jr. Mr. Harris reunites with former students Tyler Riggins ’05, 
Chris Locke ’06, Sean Locke ’04, and Stephen Alexander ’06.

Preston ’06 and Charlotte Willard



2007
As of February 2017, Tyler Williams ’07 is now 
working in the quality department of Scivation, 
a nutritional supplement company based in 
Burlington, NC. On the weekends, he announces 
races on racetracks in NC, SC, VA, TN, and even 
GA. He has also had the privilege to announce 
several events at the Charlotte Motor Speedway in 
Concord, NC, and hopes to do more this year. On 
June 11, 2016, he married Allison. They are living 
in Eden, NC.

2008
Thomas Belk ’08 and Catherine Hendricks were 
married on Saturday, June 17.  As an Asheville 
School alumna, Catherine chose The William 
Spencer Boyd Chapel at Asheville School for the 
ceremony, followed by a reception at Kenmure 
Country Club. Best man was Oliver Willis Fleming 
(older brother of Eddie Willis Fleming ’20) and 
Coleman Dessaint ’08 was a groomsman.

Aaron Ingle ’08 is a seminarian at Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Charlotte, NC, and he is 
studying to be an ordained Presbyterian minister. 
He and his wife, Sarah, live in Matthews, NC.

2009
Charles McCarthy ’09 is the founder of McCarthy 
Welding and Fabrication, a Florida-based specialty 
metals fabrication business in Orlando.
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Tyler ’07 and Allison Williams

Greenies gathered in DC for an alumni gathering, left to 
right: John Lockett ’07, Keith Butler ’07 Sean Scott ’08, 
Max Snider ’08, Jeff Krieger ’12, John Umberger ’07, and 
Christopher Thompson ’09. Above, Top: Eric Thorp ’01, Josh 

Whitney ’09, Lakeem Jackson ’09 
meet Mason ’09 and Miles Plumlee 
’08 after the Hornets vs. Nuggets 
game this spring.

Above, Bottom: Mason 
Plumlee ’09 visits post-game 
with some of his Dallas fans 
in February: Daniel Murchison 
’11, Price Mulford ’11, Charlie 
Griffith ’11, and Jack Purvis ’15. 
Mason’s 12-points, 11-rebounds 
helped the Trail Blazers beat the 
Mavericks,114-113.
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Christian Rogers ’09 is moving back to North 
Carolina. He will join Harrells Christian 
Academy in Harrells, NC, as Associate Athletic 
Director and Assistant Director of Marketing 
and Fundraising for Athletics. In addition, he’ll 
coach football and golf.

2010
Bradley Dunn ’10 married Bri Dunn on August 
13, 2016, in Davidson, NC. He was also promoted 
to vice president at Stream Realty Partners where 
he oversees their industrial real estate division.

Andrew Walters ’10 is the equipment specialist 
for O2 Fitness in Raleigh, NC. He oversees all of 
their North Carolina locations, including Chapel 
Hill, Raleigh, and Wilmington. He also recently 
accepted the position of assistant head lacrosse 
coach/offensive coordinator at W.G. Enloe High 
School in Downtown Raleigh.

Hank Hodge ’10 was promoted to a business 
banking position with BB&T in Roanoke, VA. 
He writes “I am still close friends with Robert 
Byrd ’11 and we see each other regularly.”

Graylyn Loomis ’10 was married on February 3 at 
the Biltmore Country Club in Asheville, NC. He 
and his wife, Lucy, live in Blufton, SC. 

2011
Chris Krolak ’11 celebrated his second year 
working for Merrill Lynch, where he leads 
marketing for the impact investing initiative across 
the wealth management business. 

Tanner Robbins ’11 completed his undergraduate 
work, majoring in finance, at Wofford College 
and is an analyst with First Tennessee Bank in 
Raleigh, NC.

Davis Skinner ’11 lives and works in Santa Barbara, 
CA. An economics major and graduate of UC-
Santa Barbara, Davis works for Lockheed Martin.

2012
Thomas Beard ’12 joined Colliers Industrial 
Team which specializes in leasing, user sales, 
and investment sales of industrial properties. 
“We are thrilled to have Thomas join our 
industrial team here in the Midlands,” said 
David Lockwood, executive vice president and 
COO of Colliers South Carolina. “Thomas 
has shown during his internship that he 
is a highly talented individual, and we are 
confident that he will expand the team’s 
capability to accelerate the success of Colliers's 
industrial clients in central South Carolina.” 

Graylyn ’10 and Lucy Loomis

Thomas Beard ’12

Above: Class of 2007
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Jeff Krieger ’12, David Shaw ’11, 
CS biology teacher Andy McMillan 
’12, and Will Weeks ’12 cheered 
on Greenies basketball at the Oak 
Hill game in January.

Paul Krieger and Zach Korkowski ’12 at a CS gathering in 
Greenville, SC.

Grayson Coblentz ’12 graduated from 
Villanova in May 2016 with a BA in 
economics and a minor in astrophysics. He is 
now attending Johns Hopkins in their Applied 
Economics Graduate Program.

Jeff Krieger ’12 lives in Bethesda, MD, and 
works for the Consero Group.

Frank Lucius ’12 does accounting case work 
for a law firm and works on a ranch owned by 
one of the firm’s partners.

Stuart Mason ’12 is living in San Francisco 
and running his own company, Art and VR, 
which is a turn-key event producer and talent 
agency. He is also studying sculpture at the 
San Francisco Art Institute.

Miller Robinson ’12 lives in Washington, 
DC, and works with first-term Georgia 
Congressman Drew Ferguson.
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Will Weeks ’12 wrote in February “I am in my 
redshirt senior year at UNCA. I am majoring 
in management with a minor in economics. 
I have plans to try and play professional 
basketball somewhere overseas for a couple 
years. If that does not work out then I am 
considering grad school or finding a job 
related to sports (possibly interning with the 
Hornets and their basketball ops staff). As far 
as basketball now, I am trying to win a second 
straight Big South Conference Championship 
and make the NCAA tournament again.”

2014
Lee Hamlet ’14 is back at Hampden-Sydney 
(and on the Dean’s list) after a leave for some 
health issues.

2016
Will Keenan writes “I have been accepted to 
study history at Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
this summer. I believe my letter of reference 
written by my Western Civilization T.A. is 
more a testament to the quality of education 
I received at Christ School and the skill of 
my teachers than my own abilities. Every 
assignment is an opportunity for thoughtful 
engagement, rather than a chore, thanks 
to [Christ School’s] many years of patient 
mentoring."

Jeff Burks ’13, George Ibrahim ’12, and Sam Elmer ’13. Reider Crosswell ’14, Connell Maloney ’14, Henry de St. Aubin 
’15, and Patrick Fitzsimmons ’15. 

2016 classmates, Belk McDill, Devon Johnson, and Zak Lintz. Harrison Froelich ’16, Zach Ayotte ’16, and High Garst ’16.
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COLLEGE BOUND
Congratulations, Class of 2017! 

James Anderson
University of South Carolina

Nicky Anixter
UNC-Chapel Hill

Daniel Beale
Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Alex Becker
Georgia Institute of Technology

Chuck Bolick
Coastal Carolina University

Charlie Bradshaw
North Carolina State University

Banks Campbell
North Carolina State University

Hans Chen
University of California, Davis

Joey Cinque
Rollins College

Charlie Claffey
Elon University

Kokayi Cobb
UNC-Charlotte

Ethan Colburn
DePauw University

J. Preston Coleman IV
Elon University

Quinn Cone
High Point University

Caden Cruse
North Carolina State University

Patrick Cunningham
Virginia Tech

Frank S. DeRonja III
University of South Carolina

Kyle Flachs
Lynchburg College

William Fleming
Wake Forest University

Seth Griswold
North Carolina State University

Matt Halvorsen
Western Carolina University

Carter Harvey
Lynchburg College

Henry C. Hawthorne IV
UNC-Chapel Hill

John Helton
Elon University

Coleman High
Hope College

Thomas Hoefer
University of South Carolina

Sage Holley
Appalachian State University

John Hunter
UNC-Wilmington

Holden Hutto
Auburn University

Will Iorio
United States Coast Guard 
Academy

Matt Jackson
Auburn University

Drew Johnson
East Tennessee State University

Jake Johnson
Dartmouth College

Jacob Kang
University of Washington

Jared Letman-Gash
Emory & Henry College

Deke Li
Fordham University

Gunnar Longo
University of Virginia

David Lopez
Emory University

Morgan MacDonald
United States Air Force 
Academy

Morgan McKay
Arkansas State University

Wade Mouer
Vanderbilt University

Davis Oliver
UNC-Chapel Hill

Kels Peterson
UNC-Chapel Hill

Braxton Poole
High Point University

Zach Pulsifer
Georgetown University

Tyler Redmond
Emory & Henry College

Rain Ren
Boston University

Michael D. Reynolds, Jr.
Florida State University

Justin Rhode
Winthrop University

Jonah Roberts
Drexel University

Michael S. Sanderson, Jr.
College of Charleston

Seth Scott
Duke University

Tim Shen
University of Washington

Siler Sloan
Rhodes College

Riley Smith
High Point University

Vance Stiles
UNC-Chapel Hill

James Turley
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville

James Wilde
UNC-Wilmington

Nate Williams
Appalachian State University

Daniel Zhang
University of Washington

Jerry Zhang
Syracuse University
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